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Chapter 5

Maritime mobile, amateur and amateur-satellite, and 
broadcasting services in MF and HF bands

5.2.1
Agenda item 1.7.1

"possible revision of Article 25"
5.2.1.1
Article 25.1

The conference may consider the suppression of No. 25.1 prohibiting international communications under certain conditions. It is the sovereign right of each Member State to regulate its telecommunications. If an administration chooses to prohibit international communications, it should be the concern of the administration to enforce this rule and not a general obligation. 

Advantages

•
Simplify the Radio Regulations.

•
Clarify the status of international radio communications following a disaster. 

•
Reduce the cost of ITU paper work regarding the notification for the objection of such communications.

•
Still retaining the sovereign right of the State to regulate its communications.

Disadvantages

None have been identified.

5.2.1.2
Article 25.2

The conference may consider simplifying and shortening the text of No. 25.2, which defines the content of amateur communications. 

An example of such modification could be:

MOD 25.2
Transmissions between amateur stations of different countries shall be limited to communications incidental to the purposes of the amateur service, as defined in No. 1.56 or of a personal character.Transmissions between amateur stations shall not be encoded for the purpose of obscuring their meaning.

Advantages

•
Simplify the Radio Regulations.

•
Clarify the ambiguous wording.

•
Take into account changes in telecommunications.

•
Eliminate obsolete restrictions while retaining the non-commercial nature of the service.
Disadvantages

None have been identified.

5.2.1.3
Article 25.3

5.2.1.3.1
Method 1

The conference may further consider revising No. 25.3 with regard to international communications. As several administrations currently permit this kind of communication, the general rule of the Radio Regulations should be to allow it unless an administration chooses to prohibit it.

An example of such modification could be:

MOD 25.3

2) Amateur stations may be used for transmitting international communications on behalf of third parties unless objected to by one of the administrations concerned.
Advantages

•
Simplify the Radio Regulations.

•
Removes the burden for the administration.

Disadvantages

None have been identified.
5.2.1.3.2
Method 2

The conference may consider suppressing No. 25.3 with regard to international communications. As some administrations currently permit this kind of communication, the general rule of the Radio Regulations should be to allow it unless an administration chooses to prohibit it.

Advantages

•
Simplify the Radio Regulations.

•
Removes the burden for the administration enter into specific bi-lateral or multi-lateral international agreements to permit the transmission of third party communications by amateur stations.

•
Other regulations are sufficient to protect the non-commercial nature of the service.

Disadvantages

None have been identified.

5.2.1.4
Article 25.4

In consequence with the above proposals the conference may consider the suppression of No. 25.4.

Advantages

•
Simplify the Radio Regulations.

Disadvantages

None have been identified.
5.2.1.5
Article 25.5

5.2.1.5.1
Method 1

The question of whether there should be a domestic Morse code requirement should be left up to administrations. In consequence the conference may consider the suppression of No. 25.5.

Advantages

•
This would give administrations further flexibility in revising and updating the qualifications related to the use of Morse code.

•
Abolition of the requirement for the knowledge of Morse code in the HF bands will increase the number of radio amateurs available for communications during disaster situations.

•
Abolition of the requirement for the knowledge of Morse code in the HF bands will produce a significant increase in the number of radio amateurs licensed to operate below 30 MHz. This will possibly encourage newcomers into the service.

•
May encourage the development of Amateur Services.

Disadvantages

•
Abolition of the requirement for the knowledge of Morse code in the HF bands will produce a significant increase in the number of radio amateurs licensed to operate below 30 MHz, possibly leading to a congestion of the amateur bands.

•
Eliminating the requirement for a knowledge of Morse code might lower the level of proficiency. 

5.2.1.5.2
Method 2

The conference may consider modifying No. 25.5 in such a way that Morse code is no longer mandatory but if an  administration chooses to require Morse code, it should be the concern of the administration to apply such a rule and not an international obligation. 

An example of such modification could be:
MOD 25.5
§ 3

1)
Administrations shall determine whether or not a person seeking a licence to operate an amateur station shall prove that this person is able to send correctly texts in Morse code signals.
Advantages

Encourage the maintaining of the Morse code skill in the amateur services.

Disadvantages

•
Discourage a global harmonization of amateur services.

•
May discourage the development of amateur services.

5.2.1.6
Article 25.6

5.2.1.6.1
Method 1

The conference may consider modifying No. 25.6.
An example of such modification could be:

MOD 25.6
2)
Administrations shall verify the operational and technical qualifications of any person wishing to operate the apparatus of an amateur station.
Advantages

•
Simplify the Radio Regulations.

Disadvantages

None have been identified.
5.2.1.6.2
Method 2

The conference may consider modifying No. 25.6 such that Recommendation ITU-R M.1544 becomes mandatory through the principle of incorporation by reference. See Resolution 27 (Rev.WRC-2000). 
An example of such modification could be:

MOD 25.6
2)
Administrations shall verify the operational and technical qualifications of any person wishing to operate an amateur station. A person seeking a licence to operate an amateur station shall be required to demonstrate a knowledge of the topics specified in Recommendation ITU-R M.1544.
Advantages

•
Incorporation by reference of Recommendation ITU-R M.1544 establishes a minimum international standard for amateur licensing.

•
This approach would give administrations some increase in flexibility in revising and updating the qualifications as appropriate in the context of rapidly evolving communications technology.

Disadvantages

•
Incorporation by reference may result in confusion or conflict between the version incorporated and any updated version.

•
The recommendation does not lend itself  to incorporation by reference.

•
This approach would remove flexibility for administrations in revising and updating the qualifications as appropriate in the context of rapidly evolving communications technology.

5.2.1.6.3
Method 3

The conference may consider modifying No. 25.6 such that Recommendation ITU-R M.1544 becomes non-mandatory through the principle elaborated in §6 of annex 1 to Resolution 27 (Rev.WRC-2000).

An example of such modification could be:

MOD 25.6
2)
Administrations shall verify the operational and technical qualifications of any person wishing to operate an amateur station. Standards of competence are contained in the most recent version of Recommendation ITU‑R M.1544.
Advantages

Provides flexibility to Administrations as the Recommendation can be updated to a later version as desired since it is non mandatory text. 

Disadvantages

Administrations might lower the minimum competence level by either modifying or failing to implement the Recommendation.

5.2.1.7
Article 25.7
The conference may consider the suppression of No. 25.7.

Advantages

•
Simplify the Radio Regulations.

•
Redundant. See No. 15.2, which provides that "Transmitting stations shall radiate only as much power as is necessary to ensure a satisfactory service".

Disadvantages

None have been identified.

5.2.1.8
Article 25.8
The conference may consider the suppression of No. 25.8, which is redundant with Nos. 3.6 and 3.7.

Advantages

•
Simplify the Radio Regulations.

•
The text reiterates concepts included generically in the Radio Regulations and applicable to all radio services.

Disadvantages

None have been identified.

5.2.1.9
Article 25.9

The conference may consider the suppression of No. 25.9, which is redundant with Nos. 19.4 and 19.5.

Advantages

•
Simplify the Radio Regulations.

Disadvantages

None have been identified.

5.2.1.10
Article 25.11

The conference may wish to simplify  the  provision of No. 25.11.

An example of such modification could be:

MOD 25.11
§ 7
Administrations authorizing space stations in the amateur-satellite service shall  ensure that sufficient earth command stations are established before launch to guarantee that any harmful interference  caused by emissions from a station in the amateur-satellite service can be terminated  immediately (see No. 22.1).

Advantages

•
Simplify the Radio Regulations.

•
The first sentence is redundant; see No. 22.1. 

•
Procedures for notification to the Bureau are given in Resolution 642 (WARC-79).

Disadvantages

•
None have been identified.

5.2.1.11
Additional provisions to Article 25

5.2.1.11.1
New provision concerning amateur communications in support of disaster relief

The conference may consider adding a provision to the regulations concerning amateur communications in support of disaster relief.

An example of such a provision could be:

ADD

25.x
Administrations are urged to take the steps necessary to allow amateur stations to prepare for and meet communication needs in support of disaster relief.

Advantages

Recognizes the value of amateur communications during disaster situations.

Disadvantages

None have been identified.

5.2.1.11.2
New provision permitting amateurs from another administration to operate

The conference may consider adding a provision to the regulations which permits administrations to allow amateurs of other administrations to operate while temporarily in its territory. 
Article 18 requires that all transmitting stations be licensed but provides for special arrangements in certain circumstances. None of these special arrangements applies to the amateur and amateur-satellite services.
An example of such a provision could be:

ADD

25.xx
Administrations may determine whether or not to permit a person who has been granted a licence to operate an amateur station by another administration, to operate an amateur station while that person is temporarily in its territory, subject to such conditions or restrictions it may impose.

Advantages

•
Allows such operation.

•
The proposed addition makes it clear that administrations are authorised and encouraged to permit visiting amateurs to operate without being required to issue them a licence while protecting the prerogatives of administrations.

Disadvantages

None have been identified.

5.2.2
Agenda item 1.7.2

"review of the provisions of Article 19 concerning the formation of call signs in the amateur services in order to provide flexibility for administrations".

5.2.2.1
Composition of national identifiers

At the present time, some countries cannot have amateur call signs because of the restriction imposed by No. 19.49 when the letters O or I are used as the last character of the national identifier. Modes of radio communication in current use in the amateur services are such that there is no difficulty distinguishing between the numbers 0 and 1, and the letters O and I respectively.

5.2.2.1.1 
Methods to satisfy the agenda item

The Conference could consider suppression of No. 19.49 c).

Advantages

Suppression of No. 19.49 c) would remove the restriction for some identifiers, thus adding more flexibility for administrations, especially those unable to have amateur call signs at present.
Disadvantages

None were identified.

5.2.2.2
Composition of call sign suffixes

No. 19.68 limits amateur and experimental call sign suffixes to "a group of not more than three letters" This restriction places a limit on the number of possible call sign combinations and their formulation and prohibits the use of certain combinations for special events.

5.2.2.2.1
 Methods to satisfy the agenda item

The conference may consider revising No. 19.68 so that more flexibility is allowed for administrations to issue call signs.

An example of such modification could be:

MOD 19.68 § 30 1) 
–
one character (see No. 19.50.1) and a single digit (other than 0 or 1), followed by a group of not more than  four characters, the last of which shall be a letter, or 

–
two characters and a single digit (other than 0 or 1), followed by a group of not more than four characters, the last of which shall be a letter.
Advantages

Such a change would considerably expand the number of possible call sign combinations and provide administrations with increased flexibility without creating conflict with the call sign formats specified for stations in other services.

Disadvantages

None were identified.

ADD

19.Y


On special occasions for temporary use, administrations may waive the requirement of the call sign to contain not more than four trailing characters.
Advantages

Provides additional flexibility for administrations.

Disadvantages

None were identified
5.2.3
Agenda item 1.7.3

"review of the terms and definitions of Article 1 to the extent required as a consequence of changes made in Article 25"
Studies conducted to date have not indicated the need for any consequential changes to Article 1.
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