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Upcoming Meetings and Events

Administration &Finance Committee

January 18 in Newington, CT

Programs & Services Committee

January 18 in Newington, CT

Annual Board Meeting

January 19-20, 2007 in Windsor, CT

Media & Public Relations
Final work and beta testing is being done on the Swiss Knife for PIOs 2007 disk.  New EmComm brochures are out and being distributed.  Www.Emergency-Radio.org is being planned and will be up asap after the Board meeting approves the budget.  It will include individual pages for several served agencies allowing them to control content about themselves.  Between code issues, Hello and other stories, there have been approximately three times as many media hits spotted in the past month as normal, making doing "Media Hits" column for QST difficult as so many are really good.

Production/Editorial

Editorial and production work continues on the special 8-page insert for March QST.  Article contributors include Maria Somma, Dave Patton, Rick Lindquist and Norm Fusaro.  Diane Szlachetka and Sue Fagan have designed an impressive-looking special section.

Rick Lindquist reports The ARRL Letter, Vol. 26, No. 02, distributed to 65,122 members on January 12.  Rick prepared/edited news stories on the upcoming ARRL Board meeting, the FCC puts new vanity processing on hold, ARISS contacts in Australia and NY, California ham’s role in at-sea rescue, WRC-07 preparations, Wayne Mill’s departure from ARRL HQ staff, and several news briefs and announcements.  With voiceover assistance from Khrystyne Keane, Rick voiced, edited and produced ARRL Audio News for January 12.

Sales and Marketing

The membership mailing to 60,000 Technicians has exceeded our projected return rate in record time.  The mailing included equal numbers of lapsed and never-members.  Among the 839 returns, we are excited to see 418 first-time members.  The mailing includes details about free e-newsletters for members.  The application form captures e-subscription preferences, allowing us to fulfill the newletters quickly after joining.

Another membership mailing will drop this week to 50,000 lasped-member General, Advanced and Extra class licensees.
The main data selection for March QST will be pulled on December 19.

Our warehouse crew at North Mountain Road shipped over 3,400 parcels this week: 1,402 orders and 2,000 pieces of combined premiums for new members and CDs to international members.  Special thanks to Berta Hould and the mailroom staff for their assistance during these unusually busy weeks.

The winter 2007 edition of the ARRL Publications Catalog has mailed.  Copies were sent to a selection of ARRL members, previous customers, dealers and dealer storefronts.

A word of welcome and thanks to our temporary staff-members that have joined our team to help with the unusually high publication and membership fulfillment: Jennie Davis, e xt 367 and Charlene Walton, ext 250.  We’d also like to extend an overdue welcome to warehouse temp Neil Williams, ext 326.  We also appreciate the building-wide response to our call for additional help!  Thanks go to Frankie Perez and Carol Michaud, both from the DXCC Branch, for pitching-in last week.

Business Services

In addition to QST, QEX and NCJ advertising, we continue to work on acquiring advertising insertions for the ARRL Repeater Directory, ARRL General Class License Manual, General Q & A and ARRL Antenna Book. 

With specialty advertising from a major manufacturer and a number of advertisers increasing their ad sizes, March 2007 QST will exceed revenue projections.  However, we were informed that for the present RF Parts and decided to cease all advertising and Alinco has decided to pursue an every-other-month advertising schedule.  We are continuing to step up our prospecting for new advertisers to compensate for the previously expected revenue from these two clients.

Lab
Ed Hare reports that on January 12, Kaicom and Main.net BPL equipment was issued certification by the FCC.  Both reports show that when operated at maximum power levels, the equipment is below the FCC limits for emissions.

Membership Services
Awards Branch

	Category
	Processed

	WAS Certificates (Manual)
	2

	WAS Certificate (LoTW)
	1

	WAC Certificates
	2

	A-1 Op Nominations
	3

	A-1 Op Certificates
	1

	Extra Class Certificates
	2

	VUCC Initial App / Grids
	1 / 5

	VUCC Endorsement / Grids
	1 / 195

	Awards Charges
	7

	Awards Mailed
	5

	DXCC Plaques Shipped
	21

	Processing Time
	2 Weeks


Contest Branch
During the previous week, staff continued entering data for the 2007 SKN, finalized the QST columns for the 2006 10 GHz and the 2006 IARU contests and submitted the web versions of these contests to WSDD for posting and continued reviewing the logs for the 2006 EME contest.

DXCC Branch

	Category
	Processed

	Beginning Credits
	66,364

	Credits Received
	2,282

	Credits Processed
	12,047

	Ending Credits
	56,599

	YTD Credits Received
	3,541

	YTD Applications Received
	80

	YTD Credits Returned
	22,497

	Applications Pending
	572

	Processing Time
	4.5 Weeks


DXCC is currently entering credits received on December 18, 2006.  DXCC is currently mailing applications received on December 13, 2006.

Logbook of the World

	QSO records entered into the system
	118,146,791

	QSL records have resulted 
	7,373,532

	Logs Processed
	311,537

	Active Certificates
	22,150

	Users registered in the system
	14,643

	Hybrids Pending Mail
	152


QSL Branch

There is no delay in opening mail and a 6 day delay in slotting of cards.  This week, 171 pounds of cards were received from members.

Field & Educational Services
Field Organization/Public Service Team

Chuck Skolaut reviewed and forwarded to the FCC some documentation he received from Official Observers about a problem on simplex frequencies in Missouri.  A favorable outcome was reported by a California OOC regarding a recent hearing he was involved with that stemmed from his OO activities.  Several audio tapes were received in response to an earlier FCC monitoring request about a 160 meter operation.

Riley Hollingsworth extended thanks upon receiving some excellent reports in response to an earlier monitoring request.  Chuck forwarded these comments to the appropriate individuals.  Reports of unidentified jamming heard on 40 and 20 meters are believed to be no-amateur.  Several over the horizon radar reports on 75 meters were also noted.

The Military Affiliated Radio System (MARS) is presently planning a simulated emergency exercise in February with a number of served agencies and government entities.  The exercise would occur in the Northeast, the Mid Atlantic states and the Midwest.  MARS has invited ARES and the ARRL Field Organization to participate.  When available, information will be sent to Section Leaders who are within the exercise “footprint.”

Steve Ewald received Field Organization activity reports from Section Leaders and continued to work on the March QST Public Service column.

Leona Adams received and handled over 40 Section budget expense reports for 2006 on the last two work days before the January 9 deadline.  Twenty Field Organization appointment packages were sent out to new appointees. 

San Joaquin Valley SM Charles McConnell, W6DPD, and John Dyer, AE5B, a former SM of West Texas, have been nominated for new terms of office.  March 9 is the receipt deadline for Section Manager nominations for this particular cycle.

ARISS

PR:  Astronaut Suni Williams is helping Amateur Radio earn good PR from school QSOs.  She says: “The kids are great and are always ready to ask their questions.  It has been informative and interesting, and I am ready to do more.”

For ARRL Members:  Rosalie prepared the ARISS section of the F&ES Report to the Board.  Her local club had kids on the air for ARRL’s Kid’s Day at the city’s science museum.

ARISS’ Effect on Students:  Romeo Elementary School in rural Florida is preparing for its QSO by engaging 4th and 5th graders in science experiments (radio waves, sound waves), and making QSOs with hams around the US with the help of ARRL’s Silver Springs Radio Club.  Club members gave presentations and demos to students, and set up a Web site for the community to follow their ARISS activity.  The teacher won two grants to buy radio equipment, an antenna and a satellite tracking program.  Astronaut Joe Acaba, a former teacher from the area, will be visiting the school.

Seventh grade students from Northlawn School and St.  Anthony School in Illinois have had ARISS integrated in their math and science lessons, studying electromagnetic waves, tracking and timing the ISS, and researching ISS onboard experiments.  ARRL’s Starved Rock Radio Club will assist with the QSO.

International Aspects:  Rosalie helped design forms and form letters asking for parental permission to post video and audio of students participating in ARISS QSOs.  We have received requests from Web sites for posting the video of these educational activities.

Field & Education Team
	Hamfest & Conventions
	

	Hamfests
	

	Hamfest Apps. Sent to Division Director for Approval
	17

	Hamfest Approval Letters Sent to Event Sponsor
	14

	Handouts and Door Prize Material Orders Processed
	0

	Label Requests for Upcoming Events
	1

	Conventions
	 

	Convention Apps. Sent to Division Director for Approval
	2

	Convention Approval Letters Sent to Event Sponsor
	2

	Convention Apps. Sent to the EC for Approval
	0

	EC Convention Approval Letters Sent to Event Sponsor
	0

	Clubs
	 

	New Club Applications Reviewed
	0

	Acknowledgement Letters Sent to Club Officials
	0

	New Club Apps. Sent to Directors and SMs for Approval
	0

	New Club Apps. Sent to the EC for Approval
	0

	EC Approval Letters Sent to Newly-Affiliated Clubs
	0

	Charter of Affiliation Certs. Sent to Newly-Affiliated Clubs
	2

	Newly-Affiliated Clubs Entered into Siebel
	1

	New SSC Apps. sent to Director, SM, & ACC for Approval
	0

	SSC Approval Letter Sent to Club Official
	0

	SSC Certificate Sent to Newly-Designated SSC Club
	0

	QST
	

	Hamfest Announcements for the March Issue
	35

	Convention Announcements for the March Issue
	4


	Clubs & Mentors
	

	Clubs
	

	Club Updates
	60

	Club assistance and histories
	6

	Below 51% notification
	2

	SSC
	 

	SSC sent to ACC
	 

	SSC Certificates 7 letters sent
	 

	Instructors
	 

	Instructor Reg
	10

	Teachers
	 

	Teacher Reg
	 

	Materials & Brochures
	 

	Class Materials
	4

	Graduation Kits
	7

	Exhibit Kits/ brochure requests
	14

	Jota Kits
	 

	Label Requests Filled
	3

	Sales Orders Processed
	2

	Public Service Reports
	 


Regulatory Information
An issue involving interference to the Arecibo Observatory in Puerto Rico from a 70 cm repeater on the island was brought to our attention by the PR Section Manager, who is trying to work out an agreement that will allow the repeater to continue operating when experiments are not being conducted at the Observatory.

Air Force MARS requested a clarification on contacts with amateur stations for an upcoming MARS event, and it was confirmed with the FCC that nothing in Part 97 would prohibit amateurs from contacting MARS stations if the government authorizes the MARS stations to communicate with amateurs for the event (similar to what occurs in the annual Armed Forces Day exercise).

Daily queries as to the effective date of 05-235 continue to be handled via email and telephone.  Discussions were held with ARRL Counsel, the Rocky Mountain Division Director and the Wyoming Section manager regarding a bill being introduced into the Wyoming legislature that would prohibit use of cell phones while driving.  While Chris Imlay advises that such a bill usually does not impact amateur operation, the Wyoming bill does make a special exception for CB radio operators but do not mention amateurs.  We will work with this group to try and get language included in the bill also exempting amateur radio operators before it goes to committee for hearings.

We were contacted by the TIS Department to provide input in a case where a WiFi distributor to a trailer park is claiming that his system is protected from interference from “amateur and CB radio transmissions” and that amateur will have to accept interference which may be caused by his proposed WiFi distribution system.  After am unofficial check with the FCC, it is clear that the WiFi distributor’s statements are (as the FCC representative put it) “ridiculous at best. Fraudulent at worst.”

A query was received about how the FCC is going to handle instances of multiple vanity call applications being received on the same day from the same individual.  In question is a situation where three days after the new rules went into effect an individual filed 30 on-line applications on the same day for the same call.  The FC is aware of this case and will dismiss all but the first application. (Note: The FCC states at least two other instances of this have occurred since the rule change December 15 and they are considering possible changes to the ULS system that would not allow this to happen in the future.)

The situation of the California OOC seeking an injunction about harassment over his OO duties appears to have been resolved through a California court-appointed mediator.  The OO obtained his desired injunction and the counter-claim asking for an injunction prohibiting him from citing people as part of his OO responsibilities was denied by the Court.  (Note: the website at the heart of his dispute has been discontinued.)

Amateur Radio Education & Technology Program—Mark Spencer

The L/C/R and DSP fundamentals activity boards have been constructed for the summer’s TI.  Construction of the final board, the Ohm’s Law Exploration Board has been started.  The web pages for the TI announcement have been updated.  I received the first application for the 2007 TI.  The supply of the Sat688 boards is virtually exhausted, once the supply is gone, requests will be referred to FarCircuits.

Sincerely Compiled by,

Lisa Kustosik, KA1UFZ

Assistant to the CEO

Staff Absentee List

Steve Capodicasa
1/22-1/26
Vacation

       ``
2/5

Vacation

       ``
2/12

Vacation

Scott Gee

2/21-2/26
Vacation

Mary Hobart

1/18-1/20
Committee/Board Meeting
Harold Kramer

1/18-1/20
Committee/Board Meeting

Lisa Kustosik

1/18-1/20
Board Meeting

      ``


1/22

Vacation

Barry Shelley

1/18-1/20
Committee/Board Meeting

Dave Sumner

1/18-1/20
Committee/Board Meeting

       ``


2/2-2/5

Vacation

Sharon Taratula

1/23

Jury Duty
