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At the request of President Craigie, I represented ARRL at the Regional Conference on Amateur Radio, in Doha, Qatar, April 4-6, 2010. The Qatar Amateur Radio Society hosted the conference under the patronage of A71AU, His Excellency Abdullah bin Hamad Al Attiyah, Chairman of the Qatar Amateur Radio Society, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Energy and Industry. The conference was held in cooperation with the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU).

The Conference included telecom regulators from Gulf Cooperation council (GCC)

Telecom Bureau, ICT Qatar, TRA Saudi, TRA Bahrain, TRA UAE and the Arab

Spectrum Management Group (ASMG). Their attendance permitted discussions and

workshops to facilitate communications between National Regulators and the Amateur

Radio Societies.

In the past regional conferences the Middle East have been held infrequently. It is easy to forget amateur radio has not had the visibility or recognition in much of the world that we see in the Americas, Europe and Japan.. With WRC 12 less than two years away the participation of government regulators from Gulf States in the conference presented a special opportunity to advance the interests of amateur radio. Since each ITU member country has one vote, the importance of amateurs developing relationships with regulators can’t be overemphasized. In addition the gathering provided an opportunity to meet with Region I Society leaders, particularly members and leaders of societies of the GCC concerning issues of mutual interest.

The conference was opened by HE Abdullah bin Hamad Al Attiyah (A7IAU). In his speech he noted “amateur radio is unique in the sense that it has no barriers of language, boundaries, contacts and culture” and he called for regulatory authorities to support Amateur Radio and their roaming in the world. Roaming is the term used to describe reciprocity in the Gulf Region.

The program presentations included the following subjects: Introduction to Amateur

Radio (Hani Raad — OD5TE, TARU Region 1 EC member), Amateur Radio in

Emergency & Disaster Communication, Introduction to IARU and Roaming (Ole

Garpestad — LA2RR, IARU VP), International Regulations, WRC and Spectrum

Management & Allocations (Hans Blondeel Timmerman — PB2T, IARU Region I

President). The Conference was concluded by a panel discussion where attendees

exchanged views on amateur radio service and some of the challenges in the region.

The presentations were followed with discussions of regulatory issues, amateur radio emergency, and disaster communication and national regulations of amateur radio

specific to the GCC states. The question of Roaming was an issue of particular concern in the region. 

The IARU delegation included: IARU Vice president LA2RR, IARU region 1 President, PB2T, IARU Region 1 Executive committee members LZ1US and OD5TE, IARU

Region 2 Secretary XE1KK Ramon and TARU Region 3 Director Gopal Madhavan

VU2GMN.

Participating Amateur Radio Societies included: ARA (Algeria), ARAB (Bahrain), ARSI

(India), BARL (Bangladesh), BFRA (Bulgaria), DARC (Germany), EARA (Egypt),

EARS (UAE), IARS (Iraq), RJARS (Jordan), KARS (Kuwait), RAL (Lebanon), ROARS

(Oman), SRAL (Finland), QARS (Qatar), SARS (Saudi Arabia), CAST (Tunisia),

ZARS (Zimbabwe), as well as amateurs from ARRL and FRME.

Between 50 and 100 formal delegates attended the conference. Total attendance including student and observers was upwards of 1,000. The students were given an opportunity to see the technical, social and radio sports related aspects of amateur radio.

A special event station A71RCAR was on the air during the event, and the station served as a demonstration to the public and attracted a good deal of interest.

At the conclusion the Conference issued the following recommendations:

1 - On matters related to Amateur Radio in Emergency & Disaster Communication:

• The Conference asked the IARU Member Societies to appoint a national coordinator for Emergency Communications to coordinate with the IARU region I Emergency communications Coordinator.

• The Conference urged National Amateur Radio Societies to develop an Amateur Radio Emergency Response plan to allow coordination and readiness of the service.

• The Conference urged the national amateur radio societies to coordinate with the national disaster relief agencies and be part of the Country’s national emergency response plan.

• The Conference reaffirmed the role and support of the International Amateur Radio for national and regional initiatives in this regard.

2- On matters related to Reciprocity and Roaming:

• Conference encouraged telecommunications administrations to develop a framework that allows visiting radio amateurs to operate from their territory in accordance with Radio Regulations item 25.9B. Amateur Roaming in the GCC states was discussed in a regulators meeting the following day.

3. On matters related to the preparations for WRC-12:

• The Conference welcomed the invitation of the Arab Spectrum Management Group (ASMG) that the International Amateur Radio Union participates in future ASMG meetings

• The Conference urged IARU Member Societies to liaise with their respective telecommunications administrations on the IARU position for WRC-12.

4- On matters related to the support of the Amateur Radio Societies:

• The Conference reaffirmed the role played by the IARU Region 1 as a platform of support to its amateur radio member societies on matters related to Amateur Radio.

• The Conference encouraged the exchange of information and resources among societies and with the IARU.

The conference was widely covered in Gulf area newspapers. The article in the Peninsula Times can be found in the following URL:

http://www.thepeninsulagatar.com/Display news.asp?section=iocal news&month=april2 01 O&file=localnews2O

A Photo Gallery from the conference and related events can be found at the following

URL

http : r I .org/index.php?optioncom i oomgallery&func=viewcategory&catid32&ltemid=53

ARRL was able to send a representative to participate in the conference through the generosity and hospitality of the Qatar Amateur Radio Society (QARS) and the conference sponsor. While I can’t individually thank all of the generous Qatari amateurs who extended their hospitality, I would like to particularly mention Juma, A7IEM, Sultan, A71CT and Dave, A7/MØFGA.

Should you have any questions regarding the conference or this report please drop me an email.

Respectfully,

Jay, KØQB

ARRL IAVP
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