Trip Report 07/27/07 NCVEC Conference in Gettysburg PA
By: Maria Somma, AB1FM, ARRL VEC Manager 

Representatives of 11 of the nation's 14 Volunteer Examiner Coordinators (VECs) met July 27 in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, for the annual National Conference of Volunteer Examiner Coordinators (NCVEC) conference. NCVEC Chairman Tom Fuszard, KB9PU, presided over the 22nd gathering. The session each year offers an opportunity for VECs to discuss issues facing the volunteer examination program and to meet face-to-face with FCC staff members. 

The ARRL’s delegation to the conference was ARRL VEC Manager Maria Somma, AB1FM, Assistant Manager Perry Green, WY1O, and Regulatory Information Branch Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND.

Also on hand were five FCC staff members: Donna Scott, Sandy Eckenrode, Terry Fishel, Bill Cross, W3TN, and Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH.  Cross and Hollingsworth addressed the conference.

--------------------------------------------------------

Jim Wiley, chairman of the NCVEC Question Pool Committee (QPC) led a discussion on what the QPCs plans are for the upcoming year. The QPC is working on the new extra class pool and syllabus that should be released December 2007 and will become affective on July 1, 2008.  He reminded everyone the general class pool became effective the first of July.  Jim also said the QPC does not expect any new pool releases in 2009. 

--------------------------------------------------------

Fred Maia W5YI summarized rulemaking activity and license changes since the last conference in July, 2006.  He explained the total number of radio amateurs in each class has been “reshuffled” upward.

Fred also spoke about a problem he found with information between ULS (the Universal Licensing System) and CORES (the Commission Registration System) computer systems not being exchanged.  Amateurs are complying with Part 97 rules by keeping the ULS license database up to date but this information does not find its way into the CORES database.  In Part 1 rules Section 1.8002(b)(2) (which most amateurs are unfamiliar with) it states that applicants must keep their CORES records current.  Amateurs can supply CORES with up to date information via the CORES web page https://svartifoss2.fcc.gov/coresWeb/publicHome.do  or by filling out and submitting a FCC Form 161 http://wireless.fcc.gov/feesforms/forms.html . 

Fred’s proposal is that the FCC update CORES automatically when the ULS is updated.  ULS is maintained by the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (WTB) and CORES is handled by the Office of Managing Director (OMD). FCC said they are 2 different systems and they are discussing a solution.

SIDE NOTE:  The DCIA (Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996) requires the government to collect SSN and check if that person owes the government any money and CORES was set up to service DCIA requirements.  CORES is used for tracking the red light review.

--------------------------------------------------------

Bill Cross moderated the FCC portion of the meeting and introduced the FCC personnel.  He reviewed recent Commission rule decisions that have affected VECs including WTB 04-140 and 05-235 and remarked that the FCC is watching the data streams and upgrades. Bill said he noted that on the ARRL website it shows that Maria [Somma] is buried in piles of work (ARRL news story http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2007/02/28/101/?nc=1 ).  Bill said that there will not be an NPRM in the next few months that would affect amateur rules.  No major rule making coming will be out any time soon - all small matters. 

Bill also acknowledged W3HF, the conference’s guest speaker Steve Melachrinos. He said Steve’s been a behind the scenes resource for him for years. Bill said the older FCC Callbooks were lost in a flood and now he tells people to contact Steve for proof of licenses because Steve’s website goes back to the early 1900s. His website is a great resource for the community http://www.geocities.com/w3hf/ .
Bill then turned discussion over to Riley Hollingsworth.
Riley said that he said at Dayton that everyone needed to lighten up – but since then he’s only gotten 3 complaints and he didn’t mean for everyone to take it that seriously!  [everyone laughed]  
Riley referred to the Dayton talk for a summary of enforcement activity.  He said he is very happy we have a slow down in enforcement needs in amateur radio. Commission Enforcement has gotten stronger over the years and will not be neglected.  Riley said that the enforcement bureau now has its own webpage at the FCC which lists all the enforcement activities.

Riley said he was pleased overall. He said he’s only had two new complaints in two years about exam sessions and those were fairly small scale involving only 2-3 applicants so he does not consider them to be a big deal. Riley warned the VECs to remain vigilant about detecting fraud now that the licensing structure is simpler.  Overall, he feels we are in good shape. 
--------------------------------------------------------

The NCVEC had a discussion as to whether or not the NCVEC should develop a position on and issue a unified statement about foreign language exams.  Currently there are multiple Spanish language pool translations being used in Puerto Rico.  The ARRL VEC sought uniformity within the NCVEC program by having only one standard pool version that could be used by the Spanish community.  ARRL VEC made a motion that the NCVEC approve a single standard translation of the question pools in Spanish.  

The ARRL VEC proposed that the “NCVEC seek to establish and maintain one standard Spanish language question pool, that conforms to be an exact translation of the current English language question pool, for the purposes of being made available to the Spanish speaking public prior to its use for public study.”  Many had misunderstood the purpose of this motion.  
There are different Spanish pool translations currently circulating in the Spanish community and ARRL VEC is looking for one standard pool to be created.  Before the VEC program was in existence, FCC amateur radio exams were available in Spanish.  We believe in Puerto Rico, where Spanish is an official language, there should be only one standard translation.
After much discussion, most VECs did not think they would be able to utilize the Spanish version and felt with the current resources available, people can be tested in Spanish if needed. Further, NCVEC have neither the staff nor the resources to undertake and monitor these additional pools.  

A vote followed the discussion on the ARRL VEC proposal and the motion did not carry.  The NCVEC did not endorse one standard Spanish question pool translation and chose not to develop a unified statement about foreign language exams. 

SIDE NOTES: Fred thought it was a good idea: however the problem is getting the question pool done. We don’t want it to happen that this translation be done by one individual and one VEC. Fred ran into a problem with this in Puerto Rico– the problem is having it done properly with input from all over not just by one individual or one team. We would need a pool or committee of individuals from all over the country to handle this. Also, Fred noted that the Spanish version could not be prepared until the QPC work on preparing the English language version of the questions was complete.  From a logistical standpoint – if we get a pool released Dec 1 and then take it to an outside party is there time to turn it over into a foreign language in time to get it to publishers.
Jim stated that the QPC had the authority over the specific questions and he wasn’t sure if they could authorize “anyone’s” translations since if he did not understand the language he could not determine if it was a correct translation – but yet the QPC would be responsible for it and would be saddled with this extra work.  What the ARRL is looking for is a Spanish translation of the pool – not new questions or answers.  The issue is not only the initial drafting but also the pool has to be supported. The QPC spends a lot of time with after-drafting wording, etc. If a question is pulled from one pool it has to be also pulled from the Spanish language pool. If there is such a Spanish language question pool, I foresee pool maintenance problems.  He doesn’t feel this should be the responsibility of the QPC.
--------------------------------------------------------

Roland Anders K3RA (LARC VEC) led a discussion on the licensing statistics and trends.  He’s optimistic about our ham population.  He stated he loves being an instructor and from the licensing trends he is seeing, he noted he doesn’t have to give that up any time soon!  

--------------------------------------------------------

Election of NCVEC officers and committee chairs and members for 2007/2008. 

The NCVEC representatives re-elected Fuszard (MRAC VEC) to a fifth term as chairman. Larry Pollock, NB5X (W5YI VEC), will continue as vice chairman. Michele Cimbala, WK3X (LARC VEC), will continue as secretary, Ray Adams, W4CPA (WCARS VEC), will remain as treasurer and Fred Maia, W5YI (W5YI VEC), will remain as rules reporter. The four current Question Pool Committee members—Perry Green WY1O (ARRL VEC), Roland Anders K3RA (LARC VEC), Larry Pollock NB5X (W5YI VEC) and Chairman Jim Wiley KL7CC (Anchorage VEC), were reappointed. 
The tentative date for the 2008 conference was set for July 25.

--------------------------------------------------------

Following the elections, Steve Melachrinos W3HF wrapped up the conference with an interesting presentation covering Callbook history.  His gave an energetic and enthusiastic delivery of a subject he knows incredibly well.  Steve also displayed varies Callbooks from each decade. 

--------------------------------------------------------

Attendance at NCVEC July 27, 2007

Tom Fuszard, MRAC VEC   NCVEC Chairman

Ken Hahn, MRAC VEC

Larry Pollock, W5YI-VEC

Fred Maia, W5YI-VEC

Jim Wiley, Anchorage VEC

Mike Maston, SANDARC VEC

Brice Umstead, WCARS VEC

Willard Sitton, WCARS VEC

Win Guin, WCARS VEC

Ray Adams, WCARS VEC

Maria Somma, ARRL VEC

Perry Green, ARRL VEC

Dan Henderson, ARRL VEC

Diane Zimmerman, LARC VEC

John Johnston, LARC VEC

Michele Cimbala, LARC VEC

Roland Anderson, LARC VEC

Gordon Girton, Sunnyvale VEC

RC Smith, GLAARG VEC

Billy Stewart, W4VEC

Carolyn Stewart, W4VEC

Gene Wright GEARS

FCC attendees:

William Cross

Riley Hollingsworth

Donna Scott

Sandrea Eckenrode

Terry Fishel

--------------------------------------------------------

Personal Travel Notes:

Wednesday July 25, 2007

Left HQ 10:45 am 
12:45 pm – 1:45 pm stopped for lunch / gas Poughkeepsie, NY
6:15 pm arrived Gettysburg   356 miles traveled   7 1/2 hours 

Saturday July 28, 2007

Left Gettysburg 9:30 am 

12:15 pm m – 12:25 pm  Scranton, PA (160 miles) Gas / Snacks

3:45 pm arrived HQ   360 miles traveled   6 1/4 hours  
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