



      Motion of the Committee on Ethics and Elections #1




      Release of Election Candidate Filing Information






Moved: 
Director Hopengarten






Seconded: 
Director Ritz
SUMMARY: The E&E Committee unanimously suggests that once a candidate has been vetted for any position elected by the membership, the name and position sought should be released to the membership. This motion amends the bylaws for Directors and Vice Directors, as well as the Rules and Regulations of the ARRL Field Organization for Section Managers.
Whereas,


Candidates for the elective offices of Director, Vice Director, or Section Manager have traditionally been announced at the close of the period during which petitions and disclosure statements may be filed; and
Whereas,


This practice makes the petition period somewhat mysterious; and
Whereas,


Disclosure of the names of candidates at the time they qualify for listing on the ballot would add transparency to the process; and
Whereas,


Disclosure at the time a candidate qualifies for the ballot is consistent with processes that are normal for public elective offices;

It is accordingly resolved that:

When a candidate for Director, Vice Director, or Section Manager has filed a petition that meets the requirements of the Bylaws (i.e., Headquarters staff has verified that the length of membership meets the requirements for the office, and confirmed that the signatures are from active members), and the petition has been approved by the Committee on Ethics and Elections, the candidacy shall then be made known to the membership and the public, including by use of the ARRL.org web site.
Implementation


For the offices of Director and Vice Director, the relevant Bylaw now reads:
19.   The Ethics and Elections Committee shall delete the name of any nominee who is either ineligible for election or has withdrawn by written communication. If there is only one eligible nominee, the Ethics and Elections Committee shall declare him or her elected without balloting by the membership. If there is more than one eligible nominee, then on or before October 1 of that year the Secretary shall make a paper or electronic ballot available to every person who was a full member of the League in the divisions in which elections are being held on the tenth day of September of that year. The ballot shall list the names of the candidates for director in the division in alphabetical order.  

Bylaw 19 shall be changed to read:

19.   The Ethics and Elections Committee shall delete the name of any nominee who is either ineligible for election or has withdrawn by written communication. Once a nominee is declared eligible by the Ethics and Elections Committee, the nomination shall then be made known to the membership and the public, including by use of the ARRL.org web site. If there is only one eligible nominee, the Ethics and Elections Committee shall declare him or her elected without balloting by the membership. If there is more than one eligible nominee, then on or before October 1 of that year the Secretary shall make a paper or electronic ballot available to every person who was a full member of the League in the divisions in which elections are being held on the tenth day of September of that year. The ballot shall list the names of the candidates for director in the division in alphabetical order.  

(Change in bold.)
For the office of Section Manager, the relevant portion of the Rules and Regulations of the ARRL Field Organization, § 5, shall be changed to read:

a) The Field Services and Radiosport Manager shall solicit petitions of nomination on or before December 31, March 31, June 30, or September 30. The solicitation shall show the name, call and term ending date of the incumbent in each section solicited, and shall give full instructions for filing. On any date not later than 4:00 P.M. Eastern Time of the Friday prior to or corresponding to the tenth day of March, June, September and December, respectively, of each year, nominating petitions signed by five or more Full members of specified sections and naming a Full member of each such section as candidate for Section Manager may be filed with the Field Services and Radiosport Manager.  Nominating petitions may be made by facsimile or electronic transmission of images, provided that upon request by the Field Services and Radiosport Manager the original documents are received by the Manager within seven days of the request.
b) Once a nominee is eligible, the nomination shall then be made known to the membership and the public, including by use of the ARRL.org web site. If there is only one eligible nominee on the appropriate listed closing date for receipt of petitions, the Field Services and Radiosport Manager shall declare the nominee elected without balloting. If there is more than one eligible nominee, then on or before April 1, July 1, October 1 or January 2, respectively, the Field Services and Radiosport Manager shall send by mail a ballot to each person who on the date coinciding with the respective closing date from paragraph 5a above of that year was a Full Member of the League in the section in which the election is being held. If that mailing date falls on a Saturday or a Sunday, then ballots shall be sent out no later than the following Monday. The ballot shall be accompanied by information on the Amateur Radio background of each candidate. 
(Change in bold.)

Cost: No cost other than the routine use of staff time to record and publish these changes, and, as appropriate for each election, announce nominees when they qualify.
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