Southeastern Division Convention
Huntsville, Alabama

August 21-22, 2010

Trip Report

This was my second visit to the Huntsville Hamfest, the first having been in 2000. I was not able to attend the National Convention held there several years ago because of a health problem. The hamfest this year was quite well attended. The crowd was said to have been larger than last year, and the estimated attendance was about 5,000 people. Saturday’s share of the attendance was much larger than Sunday’s. This was partly due to the fact that the convention forums were on Saturday but also due to local religious customs. The hamfest draws Amateurs from neighboring states – not just from Tennessee, which is nearby, but also from Georgia, Mississippi, and Louisiana.

The hamfest flea market is held indoors along with the commercial vendor and display area, in the large and comfortable Von Braun Convention Center in the center of town. Two large hotels are adjacent to the convention center. Given the very high temperature – well into the 90s –  and stifling humidity, it is nice to be able to get from one’s hotel to the convention center and browse the flea market without spending much time outside. 

The ARRL table was located on the front wall of the hall between the snack bar and the restrooms. It’s an excellent spot. Sooner or later, everybody had to walk past us for one reason or the other. Two volunteers, the spouses of the Director and Vice Director, did a fine job handling membership applications and renewals. Over 45 memberships and renewals were taken.
In addition to the Director, Vice Director, and me, the ARRL officials present at the convention for all or part of the time included the Section Managers of Alabama, Georgia, Northern Florida, Tennessee, and Mississippi. We also had visits from past Directors Henry Leggette WD4Q and Frank Butler W4RH. Frank and Past IARU President Larry Price W4RA gave a forum on their visits to Friedrichshafen.

The Staff person at the convention was Mike Corey W5MPC, who helped at the ARRL table and gave a forum. Director Sarratt and Section Manager Isbell led a Division / Section Forum. I gave a forum on ARRL’s advocacy activities that outlined our work in the area of regulation, legislation, and litigation. A copy of the convention program accompanies this report.

The atmosphere at the convention was cordial. The organizers work hard to be friendly to vendors and patrons alike. Vendors enjoyed free soft drinks and lunches of sandwiches made of HoneyBaked Ham. The organizers provided a complimentary suite for me and my husband at the Holiday Inn. I learned that this suite was occupied by Elvis Presley when he played gigs at the Von Braun Center. I’m not an Elvis fan, but the idea of staying in the room where such a major celebrity slipped his shoes off was pretty cool.
The only problems reported by members were minor, some of which could be handled right on the spot. For example, someone didn’t get his chosen membership premium after Dayton. He was given the desired book from the supply of premiums we had at the booth. 
I was made aware of a Delta Division dispute over DX association’s club callsign. The immediate problem seems to have been resolved, though the hard feelings caused by callsign disputes take a very long time to simmer down. I explained that the FCC’s recent proceeding on vanity callsigns seeks to minimize the likelihood of such disputes in the future.

On Saturday evening, Director Sarratt invited me to an enjoyable dinner with Southeastern Division Section Managers, the Vice Director, Mike Corey, and all our spouses.  

My husband and I appreciate the hospitality of the convention organizers and Director Sarratt during our visit to the Division Convention.

Respectfully submitted,

Kay Craigie N3KN
