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Executive Summary

This is an interim report and should be regarded as a “work in progress.”

The HF Digital Committee has completed its assigned work and has made a valuable contribution. Its mandate was limited to the bands below 30 MHz. For reference, the Committee’s report is included as Annex A.

The HF Digital Committee drew on the new IARU Region 1 band plan in selecting the segments by bandwidth. There is a fundamental difference between Part 97 and the Region 1 band plan. Part 97 is regulatory, thus setting limits on US amateurs. Generally, administrations in Region 1 do not regulate sub-bands; the segmentation of the bands is voluntary according to the Region 1 band plan.

Annex B is a discussion of how the Part 97 rules on emission designations got the way they are and what catalyst might be needed for a change to a system of segmentation by bandwidth.

Annex C gives information on the bandwidths of existing emissions used in the Amateur Radio Service. 

Annex D provides a draft modification of Part 97 as an example of how segmentation by bandwidth might be implemented. While the HF Digital Committee’s recommendations were limited to below 30 MHz, the draft modification carries the same idea to the bands above 30 MHz, albeit more simplistically. In rewriting Part 97, it is not as simple as substituting bandwidth for mode designations.  There are a number of subtleties requiring further study. 

It is recommended that the General Counsel and Technical Relations Manager be directed to prepare a petition to the FCC to implement regulation by bandwidth along the lines of Annex D in time for the 2004 Annual Meeting of the Board.
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