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Upcoming Meetings and Events

Program & Servcies Committee
April 21 in Newington, CT
Regulatory Information
We continue to work closely with the ARRL Lab, Counsel and Chief Technical Office on the Pave Paws radar issue and are preparing information that the two involved repeater coordinating groups can share with the affected repeater owners.  Working with Rick Lindquist we continue to monitor the status of various pieces of state legislation affecting amateur radio.  The governor of Washington passed the leasehold excise tax exemption bill for amateur radio April 10th which become effective July 22, 2007.  The amateur exemption for the Washington cell phone bill survived the Senate version and is awaiting action in the House.

We handled a routine number of phone calls and emails about license renewals, operating practices, and possible enforcement issues.  We have also started work on a short QST article looking at Part 97 after the series of recent changes.  Chris Imlay provided us with the text of the two petitions to reconsider 05-235 that the FCC put on public notice.  We have also begun work on several PowerPoint presentations for Dayton and a couple of upcoming state / section conventions.

Media & Public Relations
The new EmComm video PSA for 2007 was completed and will be unveiled at Dayton.  Staff may see a computer version (you need a good connection and Quicktime) at http://www.hello-radio.org/emergency/video/2007PSA.mp4   In addition, the “Talk on a Disk” CD has been completed and is being duplicated,  It too will debut at Dayton and has all the files needed (audio, video and powerpoint) to go with the new brochure to allow most anyone to make a really good presentation of our EmComm options to non-hams.  The annual report text has been completed and sent on to Production.  It now only awaits the auditor’s final report.  We have gone through more than ½ of the EmComm brochures, and they are still being requested at high rates of use.  Volunteers for the Dayton booth are being sought and plans are in place for the PR forum there.  Allen will be on vacation from 4/21 through 4/29.

Production/Editorial

Congratulations to Khrystyne Keane, who has accepted the position of News Editor.  We are advertising for her current position, Assistant Editor. 

The May/June issue of QEX has been released to the printer. 

Rick Lindquist reports The ARRL Letter, Vol. 26, No. 15, distributed to 65,704 members on Apr 13.  Thanks to Joel Kleinman for handling this on the HQ end, since I was off-site due to illness much of last week.  In addition to several news items, briefs and announcements, Rick also submitted "Happenings" for June QST.  Rick voiced, edited and produced ARRL Audio News for Apr 13.  Thanks to Jon Bloom for handling distribution at HQ.

Lab
BPL
Consolidated Edison (Con Ed) has been operating the BPL trial in Briarcliff Manor, NY.  Con Ed is heavily invested in the Ambient Corporation, the involved BPL manufacturer. Nonetheless, in a March 2007 filing with the New York State Public Service Commission, Con Ed announced that “(s)ince BPL is still evolving and the Companies’ evaluation of this technique is in the early stages of feasibility studies, this method was eliminated from consideration in the Companies’ current business case.”  The Con Ed BPL system in Briarcliff Manor, NY has been in operation since 2003, so if this is in the “early stages” of development, it doesn’t appear likely that Con Ed will be moving toward widespread BPL deployment any time soon.  Ambient has, however, announced that it will be conducting a trial of their 2nd-generation technology on Con Ed underground lines in Manhattan.

Ameren UE, the Midwest electric utility that is operating a Main.net BPL system in Cape Girardeau MO, is also a bit gun shy about access BPL.  Ameren recently announced that it was partnered with the River City Internet Group to provide broadband to a residential building in St. Louis.  The system will use HomePlug protocol, with notches in the ham bands, so it is not likely that there will be widespread interference problems.  Although Ameren has been testing a Main.net BPL system in Cape Girardeau, MO for about five years, Cindy Bambini, Ameren’s BPL project manager, said that Ameren isn’t planning to expand the system beyond that test. She said that several regulatory and technology issues need to be overcome before Ameren could start selling Internet access over its power grid.

Arizona Power Systems (APS) has announced that it is again seeking a new vendor for its pending BPL trial in Surprise, AZ.  MTI, the company that had installed the ill-fated system in Cottonwood, AZ has been sold, and the new owner will not be implementing BPL.  APS has announced that is has narrowed the list of possible BPL integrators to five companies.  Estimates are that it may be as much as a year before BPL is implemented in Surprise.

Here is a list of cities in the US that are found in the FCC-mandated BPL database.  ARRL does not believe that the ones indicated by an asterisk are presently in operation:

	City
	BPL manufacturer

	Agawam, MA
	Amperion

	Springfield, MA
	Amperion

	*Concord, MA
	Corinex 

	Freeport, NY
	Amperion

	*Solvay, NY
	Mitsubishi

	*Syracuse, NY
	Mitsubishi

	*Oneida, NY
	Motorola

	*Sherrill, NY
	Motorola

	*Warrendale, PA
	Mitsubishi

	Monroeville, PA
	Amperion

	Bethlehem, PA
	Amperion

	Manassas, VA
	Main.net

	*Sterling, VA
	Main.net

	Potomac, MD
	Current

	Arrington area, VA
	IBEC/Corinex

	*Roanoke, VA
	Mitsubishi

	*Radford, VA
	Corinex

	Salem, VA
	Amperion

	*Durham, NC
	Main.net

	*Everetts, NC
	Main.net

	*Williamston, NC
	Main.net

	Charlotte, NC
	Ambient

Current

	*Douglasville, GA
	Mitsubishi

	*Clarkesville, GA
	Mitsubishi

	*Jefferson, GA
	Mitsubishi

	Jacksonville, FL
	Current

	*Graceville, FL
	Ascom

	Cullman, AL
	IBEC/Corinex

	*Andalusia, AL
	IBEC/Corinex

	B. Green, OH
	Amperion

	Clyde, OH
	Corinex

	*Kent, OH
	Mitsubishi

	Akron, OH
	Amperion

	Cincinnati, OH
	Current

	Lebanon, IN
	Main.net

	Martinsville, IN
	IBEC/Corinex

	Liberty, IN
	IBEC/Corinex

	Vicksburg, MI
	IBEC/Corinex

	Princeton, IL
	Main.net

	C. Girardeau, MO
	Main.net

	Lees Summit, MO
	Amperion

	Baton Rouge, LA
	Corinex

	Little Rock, AR
	Ambient/Corinex

	Dallas area, TX
	Current

	Houston, TX
	Corinex

	Austin, TX
	Corinex

	Rosemead, CA
	Current

	San Diego, CA
	Ambient

Current

Mitsubishi

	Honolulu, HI
	Current

	Peshastin, WA
	Main.net


RFI

Compact Fluorescent bulbs

Ed Hare noticed that the subject of compact fluorescent bulbs has been being discussed on several ham-radio mailing lists. One ham noted on a web page that because the labeling on the device indicates that it may cause harmful interference, these bulbs are surely strong RFI sources.

The Lab obtained the several brands that are on sale at Wal-Mart and Home Depot.  When tested, they measured about 30 dB lower than the applicable Part 18 regulations. Ed hooked up the Lab’s calibrated loop antenna and turned on a bulb a few feet away.  He didn’t hear its noise until he stuck the bulb inside the loop.  

The Lab has a report from a ham that notes that some of these bulbs were dead quiet, but other models were extremely noisy.  The Lab is buying a few of the noisy ones and will test them for compliance and for interference.

Presentation for the FCC

Mike Gruber is working with Mike Martin to do a presentation on power line noise for the FCC.

On the Air Activities

On a personal note, Mike Gruber participated in the Titanic Special Event station W1MGY at the Titanic Historical Society’s Museum.  Thanks to Rick Lindquist for the added publicity, which helped make the event a great success.  The event was well received and commemorated the 95th anniversary of the Titanic’s fateful voyage.

Membership & Volunteer Programs

Contest Branch
The final editorial and layout touches to the 160 Meter and SS Phone Contest results columns are now in the works.  The 10 meter electronic logs and data came in on Monday.  The data was combined with the paper records and was shipped off to Ken Harker, WM5R, the column author for the 10 Meter Contest Results column.  Also on Monday, Jay Townsend, WS7I, submitted his writeup for the 2007 RTTY Roundup Contest.

Logbook of the World

	Category
	Year-to-Date 2007
	   Year End 2006

	QSO records entered into the system
	126,944,965
	   116,730,953

	QSL record matches
	8,337,374
	   7,193,911

	Logs Processed
	357,445
	   305,569

	Active Certificates
	23,791
	   21,889

	Users registered in the system
	15,721
	   14,474


QSL Branch

There is no delay in opening mail and a 5 day delay in slotting of cards.  This week, 115 pounds of cards were received from members.  

W1AW

Andrew Toth and “Peter” of XX Towers Inc. were on hand Monday (4/9) to perform the Spring antenna/tower work inspections.  In addition, the balun on the rotatable 17-meter antenna was replaced; the preamplifier used for the 70cm Satellite antenna was bypassed since the preamp appeared to have failed; the two 20-meter fixed yagis were realigned to improve on coverage; and the rotator on the North tower was repaired and replaced the same day.  Andrew also installed a side-arm on the HQ station W1HQ tower.  

Greg Kwasowski installed an access panel in a wall in the upstairs conference room.  This now allows for easier access to the conduits running up from the basement.  He also installed the wiring (using Romex) for the “Test BPL” fixtures in the upper conference room.

Joe updated the web code practice files and their archives.  He processed five Qualifying Run certificates.  Joe also processed regular W1AW QSL card requests.  He replaced the aging Ten-Tec Omni VI+ transceiver that was being used for the 80-meter broadcast transmitter with a Ten-Tec Orion I.  Joe installed the fourth Icom IC-756ProII transceiver for use as the 40-meter broadcast transmitter.  Joe also repaired the North tower rotator.

Scott worked on slow and fast code practice files for the latter part of the month of April.  Scott also assisted the DXCC department with checking 298 (database-inputted) cards against DXCC applications.  

Field Organization/Public Service Team

Under the leadership of Victor Madera, KP4PQ (now former Section Manager) and new Puerto Rico Section Manager Roberto Jimenez, KP4AC, the Puerto Rico Section recently organized and sponsored a successful training workshop for new Official Observers.  Chuck Skolaut, at HQ, received several complaints about a bulletin-like broadcast heard on 14275 kHz.  Documentation was received, and it will be evaluated.  Also, a number of questions were received regarding proper identification, the use of tones, and about repeaters that are being set up in the simplex portion of the band plan.

Leona Adams recently e-mailed Section Managers copies of their latest Field Organization Appointment roster from the HQ data base.  Upon reviewing these, the Section Leaders have a chance to compare records, and they have been updating Leona with new or changed information.  In addition, new appointments have arrived and over 20 initial supply packages have been sent.  Filled-out New Hampshire Section Manager ballots are now arriving at HQ.

Field Organization Leaders from around the country are reporting their March activities to Steve Ewald at HQ, and monthly Section News reports are going out.  Editorial work on the June QST Public Service column is in process.

Education Services
Contact was reestablished with instructors via a newsletter.  We have had many follow-up contacts with instructors calling and emailing to report what they are doing and making suggestions.  We are working on setting up a new process for fulfillment of orders of recruiting materials that will take this function out of the education department.

Debra met with American View Productions to discuss coordination of resources for development of the Technician video course. 

The Teachers Institute participants have been setting up travel arrangements for the summer activities.  Mark completed first attempts at script writing for a couple of the opening lessons for the Tech course DVD.

Rosalie edited the 7-8th grade lessons plans for the future SuitSat-2 prepared by ARISS volunteer Rita Wright, KC9CDL, a former schoolteacher.  Charles Simonyi is making hams happy by getting on the air at various times from the ISS.

Sincerely Compiled by,

Lisa Kustosik, KA1UFZ

Assistant to the CEO

Staff Absentee List

All Staff
5/28

Holiday

Leona Adams

4/18-4/20
Vacation

Kathy Allison

5/24-5/29
Vacation

John Bloom

4/16-4/20
Vacation

LouAnn Campanello
4/16-4/20
Vacation

Steve Capodicasa

5/7-5/11

Vacation
Joe Carcia

5/25

Vacation

      ``


6/28-7/6

Vacation

Steve Ford

5/17-5/20
Dayton Hamvention

Scott Gee

4/20

Vacation

     ``


5/17-5/18
Vacation

Mike Gruber

4/23-4/27
Vacation

     ``


6/4-6/8

Vacation

Joel Hallas

5/17-5/20
Dayton Hamvention

Ed Hare


5/2-5/3

Vacation

     ``


5/16-5/20
Dayton Hamvention

     ``


5/21-5/22
National Spectrum Managers Association, Arlington, VA
     ``


7/8-7/13

EMC Society Symposium Committee Meeting, Honolulu, HI
Dan Henderson

5/3-5/7

South Carolina Section Convention, Spartanburg, SC

        ``


5/17-5/20
Dayton Hamvention

        ``


8/16-8/27
ARRL National Convention, Huntsville, AL/Vacation

Mary Hobart

4/19-4/20
Vacation

Bob Inderbitzen

4/16-4/20
Vacation

Khrystyne Keane

4/26-27

Vacation

        ``


5/16

Vacation
Joel Kleinman

5/10

Vacation

         ``


5/17-5/20
Dayton Hamvention

Lisa Kustosik

4/19-4/20
Personal

Zak Lau


6/21-6/22
Vacation

Bill Moore

5/4-5/6

Alabama State Convention, Birmingham, AL

      ``


5/17-5/20
Dayton Hamvention

      ``


6/8-6/10

West Gulf Convention, Plano, TX
Dave Patton

4/25-4/30
Visalia International DX Convention
      ``


5/17-5/21
Dayton Hamvention

Allen Pitts

4/23-4/27
Vacation

Eileen Sapko

4/20

Vacation

Dave Sumner

4/11-4/23
IARU Reg.1 EC Meeting, Cavtat, Croatia/IRTS 75th, Cork, Ireland

Mike Tracy

5/23-5/30
Vacation

