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The AES Superfest is held at AES’s store in Milwaukee. They clear out space in the rear part of the building for the event. There is a separate room for club display tables, provided at no cost to the area clubs, and a separate room for forums and the snack bar. The store was in operation throughout the event and seemed to be doing good business. There is no admission charge and no charge for parking.
The event begins on Friday afternoon and continues through Saturday afternoon. Friday’s crowd was smaller than Saturday’s but was impressive for a work-day afternoon. Saturday, when the forums were scheduled, was crowded. 

A number of equipment manufacturers had exhibits in the small display area. The ARRL table had a prime location. People saw it immediately when they walked into the display area from the store front. At the ARRL table were Bob Inderbitzen, Director Isely, Vice Director Carlson, Wisconsin Section Manager Don Michalski, and me. The number of ARRL memberships, both new and renewal, that is usually sold at this event is impressive given the size and duration of the event. By the time I left at about 2 PM on Saturday, we were right at 100 memberships. Some of them included family members and some were for more than one year.

It is difficult to fly to most places from where I live, because you can only fly direct from the nearest commercial airport in Roanoke to Atlanta, Charlotte, Detroit, Philadelphia, Washington-Dulles, Chicago, and (some days) New York-La Guardia. Going anywhere else requires transit through one of those cities, usually involving feeder flights at gruesome hours of the morning, a choice between nerve-wracking tight connections and long lay-overs, and don’t get me started about schedules for getting back home again.

So it was especially kind of Dick Isely to pick me up at O’Hare in Chicago and give me a ride to Milwaukee. Flying directly to Milwaukee in time to participate fully in the event would have meant flying up there on Thursday and coming home on Sunday. By catching a ride with Dick, I was able to leave on Friday and get home on Saturday. Better for me and cheaper for the League. I enjoyed talking with Dick and Kermit, who also rode with us, on the way to and from Milwaukee.

I made the rounds of the club display tables with Dick, introducing myself to the club leaders. I also spent time talking with the kids and adult supervisors of the K8DAR and Young Amateur Contest Ham Team (YACHT). Look up K8DAR on QRZ.com to learn more about these projects.
I also presented a Section award to the Wisconsin Section Traffic Manager at SM Michalski’s request. As a former SM, I know how important it is to have a talented Section Staff and to thank them for making you look good.

My principal responsibility, other than shaking hands and talking with members at the ARRL table, was to give one of the forums. It was very well attended. I talked about the importance of doing new things in ham radio to keep ourselves from becoming bored and boring.  I also talked about H.R. 607 and encouraged members to become politically active on issues that affect Amateur Radio. A number of good, positive comments were made by attendees on the political action topic. 
The forums were streamed live on the Internet, a new experience for me. A couple of hams from Central America whom I met through IARU Region 2 were able to watch the talk either live or later. My daughter posted the link to the video on her Facebook page so her friends could find out what her mother does when she is not busy spoiling the grandchildren.

Bob Inderbitzen posted some snapshots he took at the event on the Facebook page for ARRL – The National  Association for Amateur Radio. Some of the pictures were posted in near-real time and all drew positive attention from Facebook users. If you are on Facebook, please check out the photos.
After the recent Wisconsin QSO Party several weeks ago, I sent a courtesy QSL card to everyone I worked. By a courtesy QSL I mean one that says thanks for the QSO but makes it clear a return card is not expected. Years ago, my husband suggested doing this as PR for the League, and it was an excellent idea. Over a dozen hams stopped by the ARRL table with my QSL card in their hands and more mentioned that they had my card at home. Members – and nearly everyone I QSL’d was an ARRL member – benefit from reminders that we ARRL officials are hams, not anonymous desk-bound bureaucrats. One guy had both my First Vice President QSL card and my President QSL card, and asked how come I hadn’t aged at all between the two photographs. I said I have this portrait in the attic. 

If you are able to send courtesy QSL cards for at least some of your USA contacts, I encourage you to do it. The time and effort required to do it are repaid in good will generated for the League.

Nobody has to guess what’s in it for AES for hosting this annual event, which they have now done for 17 years. Much plastic was in play in the store front. However, hams didn’t come just from the local area to buy a few things and go home. Some drove several hours from distant locations in Wisconsin and Illinois and seemed to be there as much for the social aspect as for the commerce.
This is an unusual kind of ham radio gathering in many respects, and I appreciate the invitation from AES and Dick Isely’s approval for the trip. 

