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Trip Report

For the past ten years, the NLI Section Convention has been an educational event called “Ham Radio University.” There is no commerce at all, apart from whatever you spend on lunch, once a person pays the $2 suggested donation at the door. In recent years the event has been held at Briarcliffe College, a one-building institution in suburban Bethpage, NY.

For more information about the event in 2009 and previous years, please go to the web page at www.hamradiouniversity.org. Many ham radio clubs and other organizations participate in the event, as shown on the convention program flyer sent to you as a separate document. I send you the flyer because it shows how a relatively small event can present a relatively diverse and complex program using almost exclusively local talent.

This year the attendance was down somewhat because of truly nasty weather on Sunday morning. Although my hotel was no more than 10 minutes from the college, it was probably 45 minutes between walking out the hotel door and walking in the college door. This is because my long-suffering spouse had to spend quite some time scraping snow and ice off the rental car, making sure not to slip on the dangerous parking lot surface in so doing. Fortunately the storm that was expected to dump 4 to 8 inches of snow on Long Island on Sunday morning decided to go elsewhere, leaving us with just a thin but treacherous layer of snow and ice deposited on Saturday night.
Despite the disagreeable driving conditions, a good number of hams were there when the first forums convened at 9 AM, and I believe that attendance grew during the day as the weather improved.

I attended the ARRL forum conducted by new Section Manager Mike Lisenco N2YBB. Most of the people at the forum were members of Mike’s staff and Field Organization appointees. The atmosphere was very friendly and positive. The principal topics of discussion after Mike’s introductory comments were how to do a better job of promoting Amateur Radio both locally and nationally and how to reach out to younger Americans and children. The tone was constructive and realistic. There was no counter-productive nostalgia, no beefing about today’s new hams, no carping about what the ARRL has or has not done. There certainly was regret and displeasure about the loss of the ham radio station at a science museum in New York City, but no one was trying to pin that on the League. I was able to contribute some contextual information about the closure of NN3SI at the Smithsonian and W3TKQ at the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia. Science museums ain’t what they used to be; to some degree that is good news because what many of the museums used to be was dusty and boring but generally for ham radio, the story has a sad ending. Until we have a few million bucks to donate annually in return for the cubic feet of space needed for a ham radio station, nothing will change that.
But I digress.

In addition to the forums in classrooms there were information tables in the cafeteria where people could find out about several local ham radio clubs and groups such as CERT. There was also a Red Cross vehicle in the parking lot.
My keynote speech was given in the largest of the forum rooms at noon. The group was large and responsive to what I had to say.

A welcome surprise was the appearance of Dennis Motschenbacher K7BV, whose attendance was set up just days before the convention. Dennis was on his way to ARRL HQ to deliver the snazzy FTDX9000D to W1AW. Dennis gave a video presentation on his DXpedition several years ago to Timor Leste. The horrific results of civil unrest, which had recently taken the lives of two radio Amateurs in the country on humanitarian missions, was all too evident in the ruined buildings and the obvious poverty of the people. Dennis was moved by their children’s good cheer despite the terror and want in which they lived. As he said, it certainly puts ham radio controversies and contretemps in a different light when the children living a few meters from your operation position don’t know if they are going to eat anything today along with their filthy drinking water or if the terrorist thugs are coming back to kill more people. 
The convention was well organized and the hospitality shown to Carter N3AO and me could not have been warmer. I appreciate the invitation from Director Fallon and the organizers to be a part of Ham Radio University 2009.

As an unsettling postscript, the flight path my plane to Roanoke took out of LaGuardia was the same as that taken a few days later by the plane bound for Charlotte that had to ditch in the Hudson. I have always thought the Canada goose was one of evolution’s bad mistakes, and now I am certain of it. 

73,

Kay Craigie N3KN

