Minutes of the ARRL Program and Services Committee

26 November 2013
____________________________________________________________________________________
The Program and Services Committee was called to order by Mr. David A. Norris, K5UZ, via telephone bridge at 2100 hours Eastern Standard Time, November 26th, 2013.

 The Roll was called; present were Delta Division Director, Mr. David A. Norris, K5UZ- Chairman; Atlantic Division Vice Director, Mr. Tom Abernethy, W3TOM; Hudson Division Director, Mr. Mike Lisenco, N2YBB; Southeastern Division Director Mr.  Greg Sarratt, W4OZK; Great Lakes Division Director, Dr Jim Weaver, K8JE;   Rocky Mountain Division Director, Mr. Brian Mileshosky, N5ZGT;  ARRL Membership & Volunteer Programs Manager, Mr.  Dave Patton, NN1N and Central Division Vice Director, Mr. Kermit Carlson, W9XA, scribe for the meeting. 

Following the Agenda prepared by PSC Chairman Norris, several topics were presented for discussion with Mr. Patton.

 


A discussion of assisted categories for all contests VHF & above,  except EME, was undertaken. Mr. Patton assured the Committee that the assisted categories will be added to upcoming contests. 

Next, the topic of adding mobile categories to contests was discussed. Mr. Patton suggested that the first possibility would be to add this to the DXCC award first.  It was accepted that this will be considered as a future item since mobile operation is one method for an amateur to overcome the restrictions that are presented by residential CC&R’s.

The Club Sub-committee Report was discussed and it was agreed that much of the issue with local club support could be improved with simple communication. Proper formatting on the ARRL Webpage search engine was given an example of the need for clear and simple communication was mentioned by Mr. Lisenco. It was the consensus of the Committee that much more needs to be done and that this topic would be discussed further at the January meeting.                        

The topic of tasking for the Section Youth Coordinator was raised by Mr. Mileshosky.    The tasking of Roles and Responsibilities as described in Document #25 was discussed.  It was asked who should be the “point person” at Headquarters, Mr.  Mileshosky and others commented that decision should be left to staff.  Mr. Patton asked why conducted at the Section level, Mr. Mileshosky speaking for the Committee commented that this was keying in on the Assistant Section Manager for youth, with a more local presence; and, that this it was intended to provide coordination and youth visibility as part of the local field organization.    

  Mr. Greg Sarratt moved to accept the report and recommendations for the Section Youth Coordinator as published in Document #25; and, to outline the Responsibilities and Requirements as follows:
         The Responsibilities of the Section Youth Coordinator is as follows: 
1.   Maintain a current assessment of active youth amateur radio operators in the section, including those involved within clubs, Scouting and other youth organizations, and schools 

2. Promote youth-related on-air activities including ARRL Kid’s Day, Jamboree on the Air (JOTA), Field Day, and School Club Roundup 

3. Provide youth related ideas and resources to amateur radio clubs and individuals within the section 

4.  Collaborate with the Affiliated Club Coordinator to assess youth activity with ARRL affiliated clubs; provide resources and ideas as needed; encourage youth-related program and activities within clubs 

5. Collaborate with other Section Youth Coordinators in other ARRL sections to exchange new ideas 

The Requirements for the Section Youth Coordinator are:

1.
 Recommendation of ARRL Section Manager 

2.
 Member of ARRL in good standing 

3. 
 Licensed amateur radio operator for at least two years, and hold a General class license or   higher 

4.
The appointee should be a youth or an adult who works with youth on a regular basis 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Lisenco. The motion passed unanimously   

  The Committee discussed the   Volunteer Instructor program. It was noted that discussion of improvements and changes are underway with another Ad-Hoc Committee and that the details are being developed.  There will be a more complete report at a later date.

The topic of questions raised by the recent RM11708 filing was discussed.

A Motion to Adjourn the meeting was presented by Mr. Lisenco, the motion was seconded by Mr. Norris, The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 9:48PM Eastern time

