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Upcoming Meetings and Events

Administration &Finance Committee

January 18 in Newington, CT

Annual Board Meeting

January 19-20, 2007 in Windsor, CT

Development

The final weeks of 2006 have yielded strong returns for the Spectrum Defense Fund.  The fall campaign has reached 4834 returns totaling $284,508.  This response brings the year to date total for Spectrum Defense to $488,618 - exceeding the original 2006 revenue projection.  

This week a generous donor made a contribution from his IRA to support the Education & Technology Program with a contribution of $7,834.  This gift is the fifth contribution ARRL has received from donors taking advantage of the new Pension Protection Act provision encouraging contributions from IRAs for donors aged 70-1/2 or older in 2006.  This provision is also viable in 2007 

Media & Public Relations
The 2007 EmComm brochures are here and work continues on the Hello finale on Dec 29-30

Sales and Marketing
Fulfillment data-entry and shipping continue to operate at peak levels, spurred on by the holidays, annual membership renewals, and the impact of the FCC’s decision to drop the code.

The winter-edition publications catalog has arrived.

An email solicitation was sent to Technician licensees (approximately 21,000 ARRL members and non-members), with news of the rule changes to eliminate Morse code exam requirements, and information for those seeking HF operating resources and study materials for upgrading.

A membership solicitation was sent to approximately 28,000 expired members, generating a substantial number of applications in the (minutes and) days following the emailing.

A publications bulletin was emailed on Friday, just before the Christmas holiday. Over 400 orders were received throughout the holiday weekend.

Membership Services
Awards Branch

	Category
	Processed

	WAS QSL Cards Checked
	50

	WAS Certificates (Manual)
	8

	WAS Certificates (LoTW)
	10

	WAS Endorsements (LoTW)
	5

	WAS Endorsements (Manual)
	2

	A-1 Op Nominations
	28

	A-1 Op Certificates
	14

	VUCC Certificates Processed
	17

	VUCC Initial Applications
	8

	Grids
	640

	VUCC Endorsement Applications
	2

	Grids
	301

	Awards Charges
	17

	Awards Mailed
	31

	Processing Time
	2 Weeks


Mailed 12 DXCC Challenge plaques and worked on current orders for Honor Roll, #1 Honor Roll, and 5 Band DXCC plaques. For the coming week – ongoing processing and mailing of all awards and continue work on the next batch of DXCC plaque orders.

Contest Branch

During the week staff: Completed entry of the 2006 ARRL International EME Competition logs; began work on the SS pins and mugs order; and submitted the 2006 ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest Results QST article to Production.

DXCC Branch

	Category
	Processed

	Beginning Credits
	47,781

	Credits Received
	20,486

	Credits Processed
	15,417

	Ending Credits
	52,850

	YTD Credits Received
	566,043

	YTD Applications Received
	5,256

	YTD Credits Returned
	617,418

	Applications Pending
	464

	Processing Time
	3.9 Weeks


DXCC is currently entering credits received on December 5, 2006.  DXCC is currently mailing applications received on November 27, 2006.

Logbook of the World

	QSO records entered into the system
	115,985,153

	QSL records have resulted 
	7,114,001

	Logs Processed
	302,368

	Active Certificates
	21,853

	Users registered in the system
	14,438

	Hybrids Pending Mail
	100


QSL Branch

There is no delay in opening mail and a 4 day delay in slotting of cards.  This week, 153 pounds of cards were received from members.  63,000 cards were mailed, bringing the 2006 year-to-date total shipped to 1,000,475.

W1AW

Joe worked the early afternoon/night shift on Friday for a vacationing Scott Gee.  He also processed regular QSL card requests.  Joe updated the web code practice files and their archives.  He also created the texts for the January 2007 W1AW Qualifying Runs.  On Thursday and Friday, Joe conducted WinDRM tests with Mel Whitten, K0PFX.  This is in preparation for a possible WinDRM (digital audio) broadcast to be performed during the “Hello” Operating event.  He and Katie Breen, W1KRB also recorded a short video instruction for the Hello campaign.  (It can be found at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F7ZRmtnVU2o.)

Scott worked on fast and slow code practice files for the latter part of the month of December and early January.  He also handled some evening phone sales calls in the daily 5 PM to 8 PM time slots.

Field & Educational Services
Field Organization/Public Service Team

Leona Adams and Steve Ewald worked closely with other HQ staff members and the candidates for two Section Manager elections (North Texas and Kentucky).  At week’s end, candidate statements and ballots were at the printer.  Election ballots are scheduled to be mailed from Headquarters by January 2.  Leona also continued to receive and process section-related expense reports.

Steve represented ARRL in the monthly Citizen Corps teleconference.  Operation Hope, an affiliate of Citizen Corps, discussed the importance for each person to have a record of his or her financial documents on hand in case of an emergency.  The Operation Hope Web page offers guidance through their Emergency Financial First Aid Kit. http://operationhope.org/effak/.

We learned from the Colorado Section Emergency Coordinator that ARES had been activated during and after the recent blizzard to assist the Red Cross and Salvation Army shelters as well as to help with other emergency-related communication assignments.

Chuck Skolaut received a request from the FCC for assistance from our Official Observers to monitor a station on 160 meters, and he forwarded it on to OOs in the specific region.  Documentation was received concerning interference on 146.52 MHz in the Midwest, and a follow-up is continuing.  OOs and several technical specialists are assisting in a reported case of phone and RF interference in Massachusetts from a radio amateur that is close by.  Chuck also served as back-up operator at W1AW, and he set up the Friday morning code practice.

ARISS

PR:  For the Swedish school QSO, there were 33 IRLP connections, 50 active Echolink nodes (25 from Sweden!) plus there were 3 simplex nodes and 5 repeater nodes with untold numbers of listeners.  The audio was webcast courtesy of Verizon Conferencing.  Rosalie gave details to Rick about recent ARISS QSOs.  She has begun a draft of a feature article about SuitSat-2 for the NASA Web site.

For ARRL Members:  Space Traveler Charles Simonyi is now KE7KDP.  Astronaut Timothy Kopra is now KE5LUT.  Rosalie answered questions from Newington ARL about sponsoring an ARISS school QSO.

ARISS News Update:  Astronaut Thomas Reiter made some random QSOs, mostly with European hams.  ISS crew members for the next Expedition through Expedition 18 now have ham licenses – that means for two more years we will have licensees on board. 
ARISS’ Effect on Students:  A ham wrote to say that his 16-year-old daughter earned her license in September so that she can talk to astronauts.  We hope Astronaut Sunita Williams will enjoy her school QSOs so much that she will get her feet wet with random QSOs, also.  Rosalie assisted a young lady in a high school engineering class with submitting an ARISS application for her school.  NASA will do educational outreach about SuitSat-2 to teachers in NASA Explorer Schools and in their SEMAA (Science Engineering Math Aerospace Academy) program. 

International Aspects:  A Spanish TV station wants to broadcast an ARISS QSO on a kids’ science show that it will air.  Rosalie contacted the Japanese ARISS Team to ask them to work with future Japanese Space Civilian E. Daisuke on getting his ham license; it is likely he will fly in a year’s time.

Amateur Radio Education & Technology Program—Mark Spencer

The EC votes on the ETP grants were received allowing the grant process to continue.  I made informal notification to approved schools and set two “regrets” letters to those schools not approved.  Planning on the grants will continue and will be executed when the 2007 budget is approved.  Construction of the L/C/R board is in progress.

Sincerely Compiled by,

Lisa Kustosik, KA1UFZ

Assistant to the CEO

Staff Absentee List

All Staff


1/1

Holiday

Zoe Belliveau

12/28-12/29
Vacation

Steve Capodicasa
1/15

Vacation

      ``
1/22-1/26
Vacation

       ``
2/5

Vacation

       ``
2/12

Vacation

Steve Ford
12/25-1/2
Vacation

Scott Gee

2/21-2/26
Vacation

Joel Hallas

12/26-12/29
Vacation

Dan Henderson

12/20-1/3
Vacation

Tom Hogerty
12/26-12/29
Vacation

Gail Iannone
12/26-12/29
Vacation

Bob Inderbitzen

12/29

Vacation

Lisa Kustosik

12/29

Vacation

Mindy Lajoie

1/2

Vacation

Rick Lindquist

12/26-12/29
Vacation

Wayne Mills

12/27-1/3
Vacation

Bill Moore

12/22-1/2
Vacation

Allen Pitts

12/29-12/30
Hello Climax

Dave Sumner

12/26-1/2
Vacation

Sharon Taratula

12/28-12/29
Vacation
Mike Tracy

12/26-12/29
Vacation
