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Report to the ARRL Board of Directors

International Affairs Vice President

July, 2011
It is my pleasure to report to the ARRL Board and detail my activities on behalf of the ARRL since the January 2011 Board Meeting.

Meetings and Conventions

I attended the Executive Committee meeting in Chicago, IL in March and reported on international matters including my participation as a member of the IARU Region 2 Executive Committee.

The 2011 Dayton Hamvention theme of “Global Friendship” attracted several new foreign amateur societies. The ARRL Expo set aside a special space for foreign societies. The participating societies included China (CRAC), Japan (JARL), Germany (DARC), Qatar (QARS) and IARU. Bringing these societies together in the EXPO area attracted other foreign amateurs attending the Hamvention, including a delegation of members from the Vietnam Society (VARC) and provided a excellent opportunity to meet, gain new friendships, renew old friendships and discuss matters of common interest.

I attended in the ARRL National Convention in PIano, TX, assisted in the ARRL “meet and greet “ area and participated with General Counsel Imlay, Director Ahrens and Regulatory Information Manager Henderson in presenting and update on Antenna Law and the Radio Amateur. Additionally the members of the National Broadband Planning Committee (NBP) attending the convention met on the Thursday afternoon preceding the convention to work on drafting the Preliminary Committee Report. Further details of the work of the (NBP) can be found in the Ad Hoc NBP Committee Report.

Along with CTO Price and MVP Manager Patton I represented ARRL at 

HamRadio 2011 in Friedrichschafen, Germany Hamfest June 24-26, 2011. Each year DARC, the German amateur society sponsors the largest ham radio event in Europe in Friedrichshafen. Typically the event attracts 15,000 to 18,000 hams, primarily from Europe. Many Region 1 Societies have a booth at the event. The presence of so many Region 1 societies at this event provides us with an unequaled opportunity to discuss ITU issues and other matters of common interest. The range of topics varies widely; for example, while stopping at the booth of the Radio Amateurs of Slovenia (ZRS) I discovered one of the Slovenians was an attorney. He mentioned they were having difficulties with local and regional Slovenian authorities in obtaining permits to erect antennas and towers and asked if we could provide any suggestions or materials we used in the United States that might be of assistance to them. I have some experience in this area was able to forward appropriate information.

International Matters - Region 2 and IARU

Background

In addition to supporting regional and individual society programs such as EMCOM, Intruder Watch (00) and ARDF, Region 2 is responsible for developing common positions for member societies to bring to their respective governments and administrations in preparation for WRC’s, CPM’s and Working Groups. This work is accomplished at the Region 2 General Assemblies and through the Executive Committee. Fortunately, many of the R2 member societies have good working relationships with their telecom authorities. Those relationships have been essential in securing support in their respective administrations for R2 and IARU goals. A current example is the broad support in R2 administration for the ARRL ad IARU effort to secure an allocation just below 500 Khz in preparation for WRC1 2.

Region 2 is fortunate in having Ramon Santoyo, XEIKK, as R2 Secretary. Ramon does a first rate job of keeping the EC advised of the activities of R2 societies while encouraging and supporting the less active societies to become more involved in R2 activities. As an active amateur and contester Ramon not only “talks the talk he walks the walk.”

CITEL, is the ITU regional telecommunication organization in R2. In order make sure the interests and objectives of amateur radio are heard, a representative of the R2 EC, usually one of the R2 officers, attends each CITEL meeting, speaks in support of amateur radio as necessary and reports to the EC on any amateur radio related issues that arise during the meeting.

Region 2 Executive Committee

Region 2 affairs are the responsibility of Executive Committee in the intervals between General Assemblies. The EC is comprised of the elected Officers and Area Directors. Last October at the IARU Region 2 Triennial General Assembly I was elected the Area “B” Director of the IARU Region 2 Executive Committee. Region 2 encompasses all of the Americas from Canada in the North to Chile and Argentina in the South, including the Caribbean Islands. ARRL is the sole IARU member society in R2 Area “B”. In addition to normal duties as an R2 EC member I keep track of the activities and health of amateur radio societies in the region, report on ARRL programs and the health of amateur radio in the U.S.

During the three year intervals between General Assemblies R2 activities are administered by the R2 EC and officers. Day to day responsibilities are borne by the officers; they in turn rely upon the support, help and advice of the area directors.

I continue look forward to representing ARRL on the Region 2 Executive Committee and two years.

Notes on International Advocacy

This is my second year as IAVP. I would like to thank my predecessor, Rod Stafford, W6ROD, IARU Secretary and 12 year R2 EC member. Rod’s experience with R2 is invaluable and he has been available whenever I have had  a question.

The pending WRC12 amateur radio related agenda issues are set forth in the report of Chief Technology Officer Brennan Price, N4QX so I won’t repeat them here. I would be remiss if I didn’t mention that both my observations and the comments I have heard indicate the efforts of our Technical Relations Office both at the Region 2 and IARU level are well regarded and respected. We are fortunate to have Jon Siverling and CTO Price representing ARRL in those crucial venues.

As I have noted in the past, ARRL’s effectiveness as a leader in Amateur Radio flows from an understanding that in addition to the technical skills and resources provided by our Washington Technical Relations team success in advancing amateur interests requires continued, coordinated and cooperative efforts with other amateur societies, regional amateur organizations and ultimately IARU. The skill and expertise of our professional and volunteer staff in working with the representatives of authorities and the national amateur societies is critical in securing the support of those voices and securing those votes in support of amateur radio interests. We cannot afford to waiver in our support and encouragement of those efforts.

The “Other Division”

The ARRL members who live outside the United States continue to be the unseen part of ARRL. Our 9,427 non-voting foreign members constitute a group larger than 6 of the 15 ARRL Divisions and continues to grow at a rate faster than any of the 15 Divisions. Though foreign members only receive a fraction of the benefits available to U. S. members, they see real value in being a member of ARRL. I continue to ask, what do they see that we are missing or just taking for granted?

Closing

If you have any questions related to our international matters or dealings, my report or my activities, please don’t hesitate to ask me.

Respectfully submitted

Jay Bellows, KØQB

IAVP
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