FELLOW ARRL MEMBER, YOUR HELP IS NEEDED TO PROTECT AMATEUR RADIO





What Can You Do?





Keep your eyes open for calls from the ARRL Board of Directors to write your US Representative or Senator asking them to support key legislation related specifically to Amateur Radio.





When the call for action comes, use the information provided from Headquarters — background information and draft letters — to write to your Representative or Senator.  Modify these draft letters if you can to avoid the appearance of cookie-cutter action, and send them to your Representative or to your Senator as indicated..





Advise the key ARRL people listed in the call for action that you have written.  Let them know, too, of any response you receive from the Representative or Senator or their aides.





If you are available to call on the office of a Representative or Senator back in his/her home district,  let the people in charge of the ARRL Grassroots Legislative Action Program in your Division and state know this.  They are and will be looking for ARRL members who are willing to learn the few simple steps that are needed to present information in person to a Representative, Senator or aide, that you are available to make occasional visits throughout the year.  You will be notified by E-mail who the Division and state leaders are and how to contact them.





Be sure you are signed up in the MEMBERS ONLY section of www.arrl.org to receive E-mail from your Division Director.  All the information needed to wage an effective Legislative Action Program will be distributed by your Division Director through the ARRL E-mail distribution system.  You must be signed up to receive this free service.  To sign up, go to the ARRL Home Page (www.arrl.org) and click on Members Only at the top of the screen.  In Members Only, click on change which e-mail bulletins and newsletters get mailed to me? under the Frequently Asked Questions section.  Then click on  Member Data Page.  When you arrive at this page, be sure there is a check mark in the box in front of News and information from your Division Director and Section Manager.





Why You Should Contact Your Member of Congress





Elected officials view their constituents as “resources” and want to hear from them.  They need input from their constituents to gauge positions on a piece of legislation and determine how it will impact their district.  It also assists in how a legislator will vote on an issue.  





As a licensed Amateur Radio operator, you can provide a valuable resource to your member of Congress while helping to protect and advance Amateur Radio at the same time.  The insight you offer as to why a particular piece of legislation may affect hams could be the difference in whether or not the Member will support Amateur Radio.  





Members of Congress do not have sufficient resources to allow for a full understanding of every issue that comes before them.  Although they rely on staff that are tasked with monitoring specific issues, such as telecommunications, each legislative assistant has a varying degree of knowledge of these issue areas.  More often than not, their knowledge of Amateur Radio is fairly limited. Therefore, your combination of being a constituent and a federally licensed operator can help make the difference in ensuring that your Member of Congress and his staff receives the balanced information they need to make good decisions on Amateur Radio related legislation.





__________





Note:  If you wonder why this message is addressed only to ARRL members and not to all US amateurs, it is because IRS regulations govern the amount of legislative action effort the League is allowed to direct toward non-members.  We invite you to join us and our Federal legislative effort to support Amateur Radio.


