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Upcoming Meetings and Events

Executive Committee

October 7 in Memphis, TN
United States Telecommunications Training Institute (USTTI)
October 9-13 – ARRL HQ

Administration &Finance Committee
November 18 in Newington, CT

Development

The 2007 Spectrum Defense campaign is rescheduled to mail to al ARRL members in October.

Development is planning a new mailing to segments of the membership file regarding new tax incentives contained in the Pension Protection Act of 2006.  A brochure detailing the details of the charitable contributions provisions of the act for individuals 70-1/2 year old who make direct contributions to qualified agencies from their IRA or Roth IRA.  The provision allows such individuals to make contributions of up to $100,000 in each of the two years ending 12/31/2006 and 12/31/2007.  A piece on this topic has been posted on the ARRL website.

CDO Hobart attended Smogfest 2006 in Rhode Island last weekend and met some new prospects who will be added to the prospect database.

Work is continuing with staff to complete the provisions of the CNCS Katrina Response Grant by the 9/30/06 deadline.

Media & Public Relations
A presentation was given to Newington AR League about the linkage of EmComm and PR in plans for 2007.  An interview was done with Julia Bailey of Motorola regarding BPL issues for their in-house news.  Other staff have been invited to join me in an Oct 11th national teleconference on communications in a pandemic.

A meet with a representative WNPR to explore December event was held – but their coverage was too expensive.  Confirmed three keystone AR stations for Hello operating event Dec 29-30 (2000GMT to 2000GMT) using AM, SSB. FM, IRLP/Echolink.  These are W1AW, W100BO/W1F in Brant Rock and GB1FVT in Machrihanish, Scotland.  Representing the past are:  W100BO/W1F at Brant Rock with Steve Barreres, K2CX, as team leader and GB1FVT at Machrihanish with Duncan MacArthur, GM3TNT, as team leader.  Representing the future will be:  W1AW in Newington, CT.  WBUR may still do a piece on the event.  Special QSL cards are being designed.  Initial pitch was given to WABC in NY and now awaiting their reply with a goal to achieve national level coverage.

Production/Editorial

Rick Lindquist reports The ARRL Letter, Vol. 25, No. 37, distributed to 65,475 members on Sep 15.  Rick prepared/edited news stories on the FCC’s grant of an experimental license to the ARRL (on behalf of a group of radio amateurs) to research 500 kHz; ARRL member receives award from Pres Bush; ham radio back on civilian space traveler’s agenda; Indiana ham could lose ham ticket; Chip Margelli moves from Yaesu to Heil Sound and Tom Hogerty moves to Contest Branch, plus several news briefs and announcements.  With voiceover assistance from Khrystyne Keane, Rick voiced, edited and produced ARRL Audio News for Sep 15.

Lab

Broadband over Powerline

Ed Hare traveled to Manassas, VA to do some testing and assessment of the city’s BPL system.  He reports that there is still significant noise and interference resulting from BPL.  Although some parts of town are being notched in the ham bands, the notching is at an S5 level at best, and may increase as system activity and collisions between modems pick up.  In other areas, the system is not notched at all, and interference on the ham bands can significantly exceed S9.  Ed is writing a detailed report on his findings.
Operating Activities

Zack Lau operated the 10GHz contest from Hammonasset Beach CT from an elevation of 26 feet.  He was able to contact Dave K1ZZ operating KA1ZD on Mount Washington, a distance of 351 km.  In 9 hours over 3 days, Zack was able to work 38 contacts, 10 grids, and 25 stations on 10GHz.
Sales and Marketing

We exchanged goodbyes with Dennis Motschenbacher as he departed ARRL for his exciting new position within the Amateur Radio manufacturing industry.  We wish him much success!

The new Technician on-line course will go live next week.  Even as the course is being introduced, additional updates and enhancements are being prepared, such as interactive and video elements.  The course is $69, and includes a copy of The ARRL Ham Radio License Manual and 1-year ARRL membership.
We are pleased with the response from online course mentors that have registered for the revised Emergency Communication Level 3 course.  By a special arrangement made between ARRL and the hosting online course provider, the course is being offered free-of-charge to 70 mentors that had previously completed the Level 3 course.  Mentors must be familiar with the revised course material before they can mentor for the course.
We are collecting new tax amounts for publication and product orders shipped to Canada.  The rates have decreased slightly.  Canadian residents of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Newfoundland add 14% HST (excluding shipping and handling), and all other provinces add 6% GST (excluding s&h).  These changes have been implemented on our order processing system and to the online store.

The headquarters tour team of Jackie Cornell and volunteer Bob Allison once again did an outstanding job with a group tour.  HQ hosted nearly thirty 6-meter operators last week representing many states and Europe during a weekend event held in Rhode Island.  Visiting HQ and W1AW was a first-time-experience for many of the hams in this enthusiastic group.  Katie attended their weekend event, provided assistance with the forums, and returned with memberships.

A mailing to 50,000 General, Advanced, and Extra class lapsed-members is being printed and is on-schedule for mailing by September 30.

The fall/winter publications catalog is being prepared.

Business Services

The team is finishing up work on November QST.  Display advertising will exceed projections by a very small amount.  Despite a few opt outs for this issue, we were able to get several new advertisers we had been working with to come into this issue: Performance HF, Inc. and QSO Net.  We were also able to persuade several advertisers to increase the frequency of their ads: W & W Manufacturing and A & A Engineering.

With November QST nearing completion, staff is concentrating on cold calling lapsed and never-advertisers who have sent new product announcements, product review requests and press releases, etc. over the past year.  Since this group obviously already knows the value of QST, breaking the ice on the calls should be easier.

Staff is also making calls to those ARRL Publication Dealers who have not yet pre-purchased the new edition of the Handbook.

Membership Services
Awards Branch

	Category
	Processed

	WAS Certificate (Manual)
	2

	WAS Certificate (LoTW)
	4

	Extra Class Cert
	3

	VUCC Initial Apps/Grids
	9/725

	VUCC End Apps/Grids
	4/233

	A-1 Op Nominations
	22

	A-1 Op Certificates
	12

	Awards Charges  
	6

	Awards Mailed     
	23

	Processing Time
	2 Weeks


Worked on WAS application form updates to the web.
Wayne Mills attended the W9DXCC convention in Chicago.  Awards Branch work performed was:

	Award
	Apps.
	QSO’s

	VUCC
	1
	120

	WAC
	2
	12


Bill Moore attended the Roanoke Division Convention in Virginia Beach. Awards Branch work performed was:

	Award
	Apps.
	QSO’s

	VUCC
	2
	75

	WAS
	1
	50


DXCC Branch

	Category
	Processed

	Beginning Credits
	26,173

	Credits Received
	13,444

	Credits Processed
	12,139

	Ending Credits
	27,478

	YTD Credits Received
	408,047

	YTD Apps. Received
	3,502

	YTD Credits Returned
	438,210

	Applications Pending
	558

	Processing Time
	4.2 Weeks


DXCC is currently entering credits received on August 21, 2006.  DXCC is currently mailing applications received on August 19, 2006.

Wayne Mills attended the W9DXCC convention in Chicago. DXCC branch work performed was:

	Award
	Apps.
	QSO’s

	DXCC
	46
	3,570


Bill Moore attended the Roanoke Division Convention in Virginia Beach. DXCC branch work performed was:

	Award
	Apps.
	QSO’s

	DXCC
	17
	773


Logbook of the World

	QSO records entered into the system
	108,482,973

	QSL records have resulted 
	6,401,577

	Logs Processed
	264,868

	Active Certificates
	20,682

	Users registered in the system
	13,695

	Hybrids Pending Mail
	103


QSL Branch

There is no delay in opening mail and a 1 day delay in slotting of cards.  This week, 61 pounds of cards were received from members.

W1AW

A number of visitors that were attending the SMOGfest in Rhode Island made a stop first to visit ARRL and operate at W1AW.  About half these visitors put W1AW on the air on 40, 20, 17 and 6 meters.  All total, they made 25 QSOs using CW and SSB.  (Interestingly enough, they made just one QSO on 6-meters!)

On Saturday, W1AW hosted CT SM Betsey Doane, K1EIC, DEC/ASM Chuck Rexroad, AB1CR, STC Larry Buck, K1HEJ, Sharon and Tom Raiola, KB1IIS and N1HUI, respectively, Paul Gibson, N1TUP, Jon Krijesman, N1BDF and Mike Therrien, N1MD for a CT Telpac Meeting.  Items on the agenda included discussions on a standard statewide Telpac frequency, current Telpac nodes, PMBO list, how to get more users into the program and open discussion.

Joe updated the web code practice files.  He finished processing regular QSL cards requests and those for the US Power Squadron Special event operation.  Joe also hosted the Telpac meeting on Saturday.  Joe also met with Icom’s Ray Novak, N9JA to briefly discuss D-Star, and the possible use of Icom radios for broadcast transmitters.

Scott worked on fast and slow code practice files for the latter part of the month of September.  Scott also handled some evening phone sales calls in the daily 5 PM to 8 PM time slots.  He finished with most of the processing of shipping forms to assist the Contest department with plaque plates and mailing labels.

Field & Educational Services
Field Organization/Public Service Team

Monthly ARRL Field Organization reports have been arriving, and Steve Ewald received these while working on the QST Public Service column.  Another post Storm Ernesto report arrived, and North Carolina ARES SEC Bernie Nobles, WA4MOK, said, “We did make an impression on emergency management, and FEMA, as we had communications with the swift water rescue team when other means of communications did not work.”

Team members have been working on preparations for the New Section Manager Workshop at Headquarters scheduled for the end of the month.  Leona Adams kept in touch with the Section Managers and SM-Elects who will begin their new terms of office starting in January.  She also handled over two dozen new Field Organization appointments and several section expense reports.

Chuck Skolaut compiled and forwarded the monthly ARRL Monitoring system report to the IARU Region 2 coordinator.  An audio tape was received and forwarded to the FCC regarding bad language that’s being used on 20 meters.  Two different cases of jamming were reported as happening on 20 meters.  There is an unusual case of interference that is caused by a 2 meter repeater system in the Washington DC area, and an investigation is underway.

ARISS 

For ARRL Members:  Rosalie is working with members who are emailing questions about wanting to help young hams talk to Space Flight Participant Anousheh Ansari.  Anousheh’s flight was moved up by over a year, and she hadn’t yet earned her ham license, so she felt she couldn’t do QSOs.  The ARISS Team networked with her sponsors several times, explaining Control Ops (the US-licensed astronauts) and 3rd party rules.  The result was that she decided she would love to speak with licensed youths.  Rosalie spread the word quickly to the ham radio media and to teachers’ e-reflectors.

ARISS Update:  During their space walk, astronauts Heidi Piper and Joe Tanner removed MISSE-5 (a Department of Defense payload made up of a year-long test of solar cells sharing its container with the ham payload, PC-SAT-2) from one of the trusses supporting the ISS.  The MISSE-5 project’s chief engineer, from the Department of Defense, thanked the ARISS Team for its support during that time.  The ARISS Johnson Space Center team gave Astronaut Barbara Morgan, KD5VNP, a hands-on training session with the ISS radios; Barbara flies mid-2006.

ARISS’ Effect on Schools:  Anousheh Ansari named Rosalie as her Point of Contact to the ARISS Team.  The Team has been holding special teleconferences, scrambling to prepare everything for the last-minute requested QSO for George Washington University, the alma mater of Anousheh.  Even the Secret Service got involved – they were contacted by GWU on behalf of the ARISS Team who will be installing antennas on the roof of GWU buildings very near government buildings.  Rosalie coached her new assistant Rita on how the ARISS Ops Team works with schools.

PR:  Rosalie worked with Rick Lindquist on two Web items about the ISS.  Thanks goes to him for always being willing to tweak his Web stories with the latest updates.

International Aspects:  Rosalie began work on her Power Point presentation for the ARISS-International meeting in October.  The presentation covers the past year’s work that was completed by Rosalie’s ARISS committee (international education committee).

Field & Education Team
	Hamfest & Conventions
	

	Hamfests
	

	Hamfest Applications sent to Division Director for Approval
	26

	Hamfest Approval Letters sent to event sponsor
	26

	Handouts and Door Prize Material Orders Processed
	48

	Label Requests for upcoming events
	4

	Conventions
	 

	Convention Applications sent to Division Director for Approval
	6

	Convention Approval Letters sent to event sponsor
	6

	Convention Apps. sent to the Executive Committee for Approval
	0

	EC Convention Approval Letters sent to event sponsor
	0

	Clubs
	 

	Approval Letters for Newly-Affiliated Clubs sent to Club Officials
	0

	Charter of Affiliation Certificates sent for Presentation to New Clubs
	1

	New club applications reviewed
	1

	New clubs sent to Director & SM for approval by Director
	0

	New club applications sent to the Executive Committee for Approval
	14

	EC Approval Letters sent to newly-affiliated club officials
	14

	New SSC Application sent to Director, SM, & ACC for Approval
	1

	SSC Approval Letter sent to Club Official
	0

	SSC Certificate sent to newly-designated SSC Club
	0

	Acknowledgement letters sent to club officials
	0

	QST
	 

	Hamfest Announcements for November Issue
	21

	Convention Announcements for October Issue
	4

	Convention Travel
	

	Norm Fusaro, Georgia Section, Lawrenceville, November 4-5, 2006
	


	Clubs & Mentors
	

	Clubs
	

	Club Updates
	61

	Club assistance and histories
	 

	Below 51% notification
	 

	SSC
	 

	SSC sent to ACC
	 

	SSC Certificates 7 letters sent
	 

	Instructors
	 

	Instructor Reg 
	25

	Teachers
	 

	Teacher Reg 
	1

	Materials & Brochures
	 

	Class Materials
	1

	Graduation Kits
	 

	Exhibit Kits/ brochure requests
	11

	Jota Kits
	 

	Label Requests Filled
	 

	Sales Orders Processed
	3

	Public Service Reports
	 


Regulatory Information
I am spending time each day with the new Contest Manager as he begins his new duties.  This will be ongoing for some time as necessary.  Editing was done on the PRB-1/CC&R presentation to be used at the Southwest Division convention.  General member queries involving license renewal, vanity application and club calls, status of 05-235, and reciprocal licensing were handled from the Southwest, Pacific, Roanoke, Great Lakes, and Southeastern Divisions.

Amateur Radio Education & Technology Program—Mark Spencer

The Technician License PowerPoint draft is completed and is going through a final scrub.  An article for bringing space into the classroom was submitted to the AMSAT Journal.  That audience should be receptive to the concepts presented.  Interest in the satellite antenna controller interface continues to generate requests for the boards and programmed PICs.  School activity is starting to heat up as indicated by e-mail traffic reporting their ideas, activities, and requests for assistance.

Sincerely Compiled by,

Lisa Kustosik, KA1UFZ

Assistant to the CEO

Staff Absentee List

Scott Gee

10/2-10/3
Vacation
Wayne Mills

10/5-10/10
RSGB Convention, England 
       ``


10/19-10/24
FMRE Convention, Mexico City, Mexico
Mary Hobart

9/21-9/25
SW Division Convention, San Diego, CA

     ``


10/1

Vacation-tentative

     ``


10/13

Vacation

Katie Breen

9/21-9/25
SW Division Convention, San Diego, CA
Steve Ford

9/18-9/20
Vacation

Dan Henderson

9/21-9/26
Vacation

       ``


10/19-10/23
Vacation

Hugh Brower

10/2-10/9
Vacation

Rick Lindquist

10/6-10/11
AMSAT/ARISS joint meeting, San Francisco, CA
Joel Kleinman

9/22

Vacation

        ``


10/2

Vacation

       ``


10/5-10/10
Vacation

Kathy Allison

9/29

Vacation
Chuck Skolaut

9/22-9/24
Eastern WA Convention, Spokane Valley, WA
Kathy Allison

9/29

Vacation
        ``


10/19-10/20
Vacation

Khrystyne Keane

10/13-10/17
Missouri State Convention, Springfield, MO
Larry Wolfgang

9/25

Vacation
        ``


9/29

Vacation

Ed Hare
10/3-10/6
HomePlug Industry Symposium, San Francisco, CA
     ``
10/9-10/13
BPL test w/ Electric Power Research Inst., Bowling Green, OH

Mike Gruber
10/2-10/12
Vacation

     ``
10/13

Florida State Convention, Melbourne, FL

Zack Lau
10/18-10/25
Microwave Update, Dayton, OH/Vacation

