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Ladies and Gentlemen:

In the second half of 2009, my principal responsibility was to chair the ad hoc committee tasked with developing guidelines for the appropriate use of Amateur Radio in public service and emergency communications under the present Part 97 Rules. Director Woolweaver, Vice Director Norris, Executive Vice President Sumner, and General Counsel Imlay are to be thanked for their insightful contributions to this committee. I would also like to thank the members of the Executive Committee and all other Board members who suggested improvements and clarifications to the document. 
Lessons learned? The ARRL can do a better job of emphasizing awareness of and compliance with the FCC’s Rules in all aspects of Amateur Radio – in public service and emergency communications as well as in recreational and radiosport activities. The Rules do not exist solely to curb the bad guys, though that’s been the emphasis in the years since FCC enforcement finally came back to Amateur Radio. Much more importantly, the Rules exist to guide the good guys. We good guys don’t get to sidestep the Rules just because we mean well and are hungry for a mission to fulfill. 
Unless we safeguard the spectrum allocated to the Amateur Radio Service from encroachment by commercial entities – however well-intentioned they may be – in the long run it will be impossible to fulfill the purposes articulated for the Amateur Service in §97.1. The non-commercial nature of Amateur Radio is an international principle as well as a domestic one, so positions taken by the ARRL on this subject may be noted with interest by Amateurs around the world.

This isn’t to say that §97.113 ought to be considered carved in stone as if it were commandments received from the hand of God. The Rules in this section, like others governing Amateur Radio, must evolve as technology and society change over time. However, any proposed Rule changes affecting the non-commercial nature of Amateur Radio must be based on what the Board thoughtfully concludes to be the long-run best interests of Amateur Radio. Easier said than done, to be sure, and I don’t claim to have a better crystal ball than you do. Of course I will support and advocate for the policy position that the Board adopts.
Also in the second half of 2009, Directors Bellows, Frenaye, and I reviewed the Director’s Workbook document, which had not been revised in some time. A number of Sections are in process of being brought up to date with current Board policy and practice. 

On the air, I operated in the Hiram Percy Maxim 140th birthday event. This was fun and a great opportunity to thank Life Members and various kinds of volunteers for their support of the League. I addition, I finished earning 6 meter VUCC from EM97 and will be happy to claim the award once VUCC is implemented on LoTW. Finally, I participated in a major regional severe weather exercise as the digital modes operator at the Blacksburg, Virginia, National Weather Service Forecast Office’s Amateur Radio station.
I first entered the ARRL Board room as Vice Director of the Atlantic Division twenty years ago, in January, 1990. Much has changed in Amateur Radio, the ARRL, and the Board of Directors in those two decades. We have a more open and welcoming Amateur family, a more effective and member-oriented organization, a more confident and creative Staff. There have been some setbacks and conflicts mixed in with the victories and successes. However, there is no doubt in my mind that the ARRL Board leads Amateur Radio in the United States along the right path, as the lights of experience and conscience show it to us. Thank you for the opportunity to participate in that leadership along with you.
Respectfully submitted,

Kay Craigie N3KN 
