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March 8, 2006

Dear ARRL Member in the City of Manassas:

I am writing today to give you the good news that the FCC finally has acted against the ongoing problem of radio interference from the Broadband over Power Line (BPL) system being operated by COMTek in the City of Manassas. In response to a complaint of harmful interference to an amateur mobile station operating on 40 meters, yesterday Joseph Casey, Chief, Spectrum Enforcement Division of the FCC Enforcement Bureau, directed the City of Manassas to make measurements along Business Route 234 in the City to confirm that the system is in compliance with the absolute radiated emissions limits contained in Part 15 of the FCC Rules. The measurements are to be submitted to the Commission within thirty days. If the measurements reveal any portion of the system to be non-compliant, remedial steps must be taken along with post-remediation measurement confirming compliance.

In addition, because the absolute limits are set much too high to preclude interference to radio receivers in the vicinity, the City of Manassas also has been directed to take action to eliminate any continuing harmful interference. If the harmful interference cannot be eliminated any other way, the City must reduce the emissions in the Business Route 234 area to 20 dB below the Part 15 limit. The Commission has stated that it will “generally assume” that a 20-dB reduction is sufficient, although the ARRL continues to challenge this assumption. A 20-dB reduction will not end the matter if harmful interference persists.

The FCC also requested additional information with regard to four additional complaints of harmful interference within the City of Manassas.

I am also writing to you today to advise you that if you have experienced harmful interference from the Manassas BPL system to your Amateur Radio operations or to any other use of the radio spectrum, such as CB, shortwave broadcast or WWV reception, now is the time to submit your complaint. 

The first step is to verify that BPL is actually the source of the interference. A telephone call to George Tarnovsky, K4GVT, at (703) 791-5956 may be the easiest way to do so. George is a volunteer who is coordinating the efforts by amateurs in the Manassas area to address the interference. ARRL Laboratory Manager Ed Hare, W1RFI may also be of assistance. Ed is away on business 

the week of March 13 but otherwise is usually available during business hours at (860) 594-0318 and may be reached by email at ehare@arrl.org. You can hear an audio sample of BPL interference recorded in Manassas at www.k4gvt.com/bpl/audio/40m21_101704.wav. More examples can be found at www.arrl.org/tis/info/HTML/plc/aud-vid.html.

The next step is to write to:

Katherine Power, Esq.

Spectrum Enforcement Division

Enforcement Bureau, Room 7B-555

Federal Communications Commission

Washington, DC 20554

Say that you are writing to complain about radio interference from the BPL system in Manassas. Include the following information:

1. A description of the interference, including the equipment being interfered with, the frequencies on which interference occurred, and what effect the interference has on your use of the spectrum (that is, does it prevent or degrade reception, interrupt ongoing communications, etc.).

2. A statement of when the interference started, how often it occurs, and when it was last experienced.

3. The specific geographic location where the interference occurs and (if it is not at your home) the circumstances that result in your routine presence in that area.

4. Your call sign, class of amateur license, and expiration date.

5. Any other information that may be pertinent to the complaint.

Note that it is not just the amateur bands between 4 and 30 MHz that may be affected by BPL interference. Shortwave broadcasting, WWV reception, and CB all may be affected.

Please share copies of your complaint with:

	James N. Horwood, Esq.



Attorney for the City of Manassas

Spiegel & McDiarmid

1333 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20036


	Chris Imlay, Esq.

General Counsel, ARRL

Booth, Freret, Imlay & Tepper, P.C.

14356 Cape May Road

Silver Spring, MD 20904




Mr. Walter P. Adams

Vice President, New Technology

COMTek

14151 Newbrook Drive, Suite 400

Chantilly, VA 20151

Please note that while our measurements and observations in the City of Manassas have shown that the potential for harmful interference is widespread, the ARRL is not asking you to file a complaint unless you have experienced, or are now experiencing, harmful interference from the Manassas BPL system. Check all the HF bands you might use, including in mobile operation.

Thorough and accurate documentation of the interference in the City of Manassas is important to our nationwide efforts to combat BPL interference. Manassas is often touted as a success story for BPL, while the truth is quite different. BPL proponents gloss over or ignore the fact that the Manassas system has proved to be a significant source of radio spectrum pollution, and that COMTek’s efforts have failed to correct it. With the FCC finally taking official notice of the presence of harmful interference in Manassas, the tide finally is beginning to turn.

Thanks in advance for any assistance you can provide.

Sincere 73,

David Sumner, K1ZZ

Chief Executive Officer

P.S.
For a discussion of what is meant by “harmful interference” please see the last page of this letter.

